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Object Handling Guidelines

by Ramona Duncan-Huse, senior director of Conservation,
Indiana Historical Society

Article originally appeared on Indiana Historical Society

Our first encounter with an object is usually with our eyes,
closely followed by that fifth human sense called touch. As we
carefully consider what an object is made of, how it is
assembled and its inherent weaknesses, we can pick it up
and handle with care.

This hand-colored framed salt print was moved by the
original silk cord used for handing, which gave way. The print
dropped to the floor and broke the glass in the frame,
causing damage to the piece. Careful handling will prevent
this type of irreversible damage to artifacts. (Image 1)
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Let's take a look at how to handle artifacts.

Gloves are worn when lifting artifacts that are metal, gilded,
varnished or have coatings that are vulnerable to corrosive
hand oils. For other materials that could slip from a gloved
hand, such as ceramics or glass, or where dexterity is
required — as with some paper items — washed hands are
suitable. (Image 2)

One rule of thumb is to resist the reflexive action to pick up
an item by the handle. Areas of attachment are often the
weakest points and can be the site of previous repairs.
(Image 3)

Repairs can be difficult to see. If a failure in the repair
occurs, it can be vulnerable to pulling away from the body of
the piece. (Image 4)
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When moving ceramic and glass objects, always carry one
object or one part of an object at a time. It is best to place
your hands around the body of the object rather than using
an existing handle, rim or spout for support. (Image 5)

Carry objects from room to room or up and down stairs in a
box with soft padding; or move the box, stabilized with soft
weights, on a cart . (Image 6)

Before moving a piece of furniture, examine it closely for any
loose or damaged joinery. Secure doors after removing
drawers and move by the base. (Image 7)

Move tables by positioning hands and lifting at the apron
rather than the top. (Image 8)

Chairs are lifted by the seat rails and not by the arms or
back. (Image 9)

To carry or remove a painting from the wall, one side and the
bottom rail are held. This will help prevent damage to the
painting should joints of the frame split and give way.
(Image 10)

H
.
. INSTITUTE of

Museum..Library
SERVICES

HISTORICAL

This publication from the Indiana Historical Society is a service of the
Hoosier Heritage Alliance. This project is made possible by a grant from
the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services.

http://www.icontact-archive.com/uBzjhl_dSsrogAsRjnfc710_WVcIKIgM?w=4[4/4/2014 8:24:10 AM]




Tweet Button

Image 8

Image 9

Image 10

This is a free publication. Anyone may subscribe.

Collections Advisor is provided for the benefit of local historical societies and museums throughout Indiana. It

is emailed to a subscriber list maintained by the Local History Services department of the Indiana Historical
Society, 450 W. Ohio St., Indianapolis, IN 46202, (317) 232-1882.
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