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HISTORICAL/BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In April 1942 the forces of the United States in the Philippines surrendered to the Japanese.  Although abandoned,
outnumbered and outgunned, the Americans had held the invaders for five months.  Most of those still alive became
remembered as part of the Bataan Death March.  However, not all the American forces surrendered and some escaped
the Death March.  Approximately 400 United States soldiers formed small unofficial guerilla units with the aid of
Filipinos and other local tribes such as the Huks and the Negritoes. They conducted information gathering and covert
activities against the Japanese invaders for thirty-four months.  Of the original number, it is estimated that about half
survived the war.

Sources:
Dear and Foot:  Oxford Companion to World War II.  Oxford, England:  Oxford University Press, 2005.
Information in Collection
Brinkley and Haskew:  The World War II Desk Reference.  New York:  Harper Collins, 2004.
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This is part of the World War II oral history collection formerly located at the Ernie Pyle State Historic Site and was
the result of interviews and research conducted by Indianapolis area military historians Wayne Sanford and Doug
Clanin.

The bulk of the materials in this collection are transcripts of interviews with survivors of the resistance movement in
the Philippines by U. S. and native participants. The interviews were conducted by Wayne Sanford and Doug Clanin in
the early to middle 1980s. They took place during and around reunions including those in Indianapolis in September
1984 and September 1985.  The interviews vary in length from a few pages to several hundred pages.  Among the
more prominent interviews are those of Clay Conner, Bernard Anderson, and Leon Beck.  In addition to transcripts,
there is accompanying correspondence and supporting historical material involving the participants including
photographs and maps.  There is also a substantial amount of official military reports and relative printed items
regarding the resistance movement in the Philippines including copies of the official records from the National



Archives and original orders, dispatches and documents from the Anderson Guerrilla group, 1943–48.
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Box 16, Folder 11

Guerrilla Resistance Movements in the Philippines,
1945 (4 of 4)

Box 16, Folder 12

Copies of Records from the National Archives (1 of
3)

Box 16, Folder 13

Copies of Records from the National Archives (2 of
3)

Box 16, Folder 14

Copies of Records from the National Archives (3 of
3)

Box 16, Folder 15



Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (1 of 7) Box 17, Folder 1

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (2 of 7) Box 17, Folder 2

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (3 of 7) Box 17, Folder 3

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (4 of 7) Box 17, Folder 4

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (5 of 7) Box 17, Folder 5

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (6 of 7) Box 17, Folder 6

Fassoth Camp Records, 1946 (7 of 7) Box 17, Folder 7

Anderson’s Guerrillas  Records, 1943–47; 1986 Box 17, Folder 8

Anderson’s Guerrillas Records and Materials, 
1946–47, 1983 (1 of 2)

Box 17, Folder 9

Anderson’s Guerrillas Records and Materials, 
1946–47, 1983 (2 of 2)

Box 17, Folder 10

Anderson’s Guerrillas, Biographical Information Box 17, Folder 11

Anderson’s Guerrillas, Reunions, 196677 Box 17, Folder 12

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 1 Box 18, Folder 1

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 2 Box 18, Folder 2

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 3 Box 18, Folder 3

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 4 Box 18, Folder 4

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 5 Box 18, Folder 5

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 6 Box 18, Folder 6

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 1, Folder 7 Box 18, Folder 7

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 1 Box 18, Folder 8

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 2 Box 18, Folder 9

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 3 Box 18, Folder 10

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 4 Box 18, Folder 11

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 5 Box 18, Folder 12

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 6 Box 18, Folder 13

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 7 Box 18, Folder 14

SWPA (South-West Pacific Area), Vol. 2, Folder 8 Box 18, Folder 15

Commission Statements (1 of 4) Box 18, Folder 16



Commission Statements (2 of 4) Box 18, Folder 17

Commission Statements (3 of 4) Box 18, Folder 18

Commission Statements (4 of 4) Box 18, Folder 19

Series 4: Reunion Materials, 1950s–1980s

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Correspondence and Printed Materials, Box 18, Folder 20

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis , September 1984
(1 of 2)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis, September 1984
(2 of 2)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis, September 1985
(1 of 4)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 3

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis, September 1985
(2 of 4)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis, September 1985
(3 of 4)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

Reunion Photographs, Indianapolis, September 1985
(4 of 4)

Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 6

Reunions and Gatherings, 1979–86 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7

Reunions, 1950s–80s Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0863).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://opac.indianahistory.org/
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