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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Ruby Mae (Buchanan) Weatherford (20 February 1889-6 November 1970) was born in Hicks, near Madison, Ind., the
daughter of Joseph and Sarah Jane Means Buchanan. She married Ira V. J. T. Weatherford (d. 1968) on 17 August
1907 and the union bore twelve children: Lora (Kline), Edna (Livengood), Gale, Dennis, Elizabeth (Clanin), David,
Marge (Hamilton), Roger, Jeanne (Auburger), Barbara (Burke), Betty (Crosley), and Janet (Coleman).

The Weatherford family moved from Jefferson County to Anderson, Ind., in 1923. Ruby Weatherford was a
homemaker, and also sold farm products and taught music to supplement the family income. In the late 1920s she
wrote advertising jingles for local businesses. She began writing poetry around 1925. A number of her works were
published in local newspapers over the years. One of her pieces was published in the anthology An Indiana Sampler
(New York: Harbinger House, 1941).

Ira Weatherford was a farmer. He later worked for Delco-Remy in Anderson, Ind. Ruby Weatherford wrote poems and
prose praising the company, on behalf of her husband.

Ira and Ruby Weatherford lived in Pendleton, Indiana, during the 1950s.

 

Sources: Material in the collection.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection primarily consists of typescripts and drafts of original poems, fiction, and lyrics by Ruby M.
Weatherford. The material is arranged in three series: Series 1: Poetry, Lyrics, and Fiction; Series 2: Buchanan and
Weatherford Families; and Series 3: Pendleton and Anderson.

Folder titles were derived from the material, transcribed from Weatherford’s original folder titles. Folder titles in
square brackets ([ ]) were assigned by the processor. Weatherford’s verse was rhymed, derived from personal musings,



daily activities, memories, politics, and events in the Anderson-Pendleton area. The material reflects Weatherford’s
opinions on topics of concern in the United States in the middle of the 20th century. These include the Cold War,
Communism, the assassination of John F. Kennedy, and the hardships and joys of rural life. She was fond of President
Dwight D. Eisenhower and wrote poems in his honor. Weatherford wrote multiple drafts of most works, first in
longhand and later by typewriter. Much of the material was published in local newspapers.

Other material in the collection includes clippings concerning Weatherford family activities and genealogy, and family
photographs. The photographs include members of the Weatherford and Rogers families and views of Ruby
Weatherford’s childhood home in Jefferson County, Ind.

Poems associated with Weatherford family members are located in Series 1 and 2. Series 3 includes material related to
Pendleton and Anderson area families and businesses. Box 4, folders 1-3 contain journal entries written by
Weatherford family members caring for Ira Weatherford in the final months of his life following a stroke. Weatherford
was in a nursing home, and the entries reflect the efforts of the family to make him comfortable in an institutional
environment and the activities of nurses and physicians at the facility. Correspondence includes letters from
Weatherford children and grandchildren during World War II and the Vietnam War. Other examples of
correspondence include copies of letters from President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Mamie Eisenhower (1952-61).

Artwork in the collection includes drawings of the Buchanan family home in Jefferson County, and two watercolor
paintings by Wilson Gray. One painting is a view of Courthouse Square in Anderson. The building depicted in the
painting was demolished in 1971. The other painting depicts the Pennsylvania Railroad Station, which was demolished
in the early 1970s.

 

SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Poetry, Lyrics, Fiction, 1925−70

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Composition of Poems, Year of 1925 Box 1, Folder 1

Expressions of Gratitude and Appreciation. . . , 1925 Box 1, Folder 2

Address Given to People of Madison County at Toll
Gate School, 21 April 1925

Box 1, Folder 3

Poems Recited by the Children; I Composed in 1925 Box 1, Folder 4

[Tributes to Teachers], ca. 1925 Box 1, Folder 5

[Early Poems], 1930s Box 1, Folder 6

[Early Poems], circa 1940s Box 1, Folder 7

Some of the First Copies, circa 1940s Box 1, Folder 8

Volume of Poems Composed by Ruby M.
Weatherford in the years 1937 to 1941

Box 1, Folder 9

Old and New Poems of Ruby Weatherford, circa
1930s-1940s (1 of 3)

Box 1, Folder 10



Old and New Poems of Ruby Weatherford, circa
1930s-1940s (2 of 3)

Box 1, Folder 11

Old and New Poems of Ruby Weatherford, circa
1930s-1940s (3 of 3)

Box 1, Folder 12

I Love Coffee (I Love Tea), 1940s Box 1, Folder 13

In the Hills of Indiana, from A Western Sampler 
(New York: Harbinger House, 1941)

Box 1, Folder 14

America’s Wheel of Progress, 1949 Box 1, Folder 15

Yule-Tide Memories, n.d. Box 1, Folder 16

To Take With Me [Poems], 1940s-1970s Box 1, Folder 17

Humorous Poems on the Kids, 1960s Box 1, Folder 18

Poems Published in Newspapers, 1953-62 Box 1, Folder 19

Mother’s Poems in the [Anderson ] Herald, July
1969

Box 1, Folder 20

On and On with Never Ending Progress, circa 1960s Box 1, Folder 21

Slender−Ette Thrills, 1960 Box 1, Folder 22

Thinking of You, circa 1960s Box 1, Folder 23

[Poems] 1970 Box 1, Folder 24

When the World Stood Still, 1963 Box 1, Folder 25

Your Loss, My Gain. Donation to the Republican
Party, 6 Nov. 1968

Box 1, Folder 26

[War or Peace], circa 1969 Box 1, Folder 27

[Abraham Lincoln and Wendell Wilkie], n.d.-1950s Box 1, Folder 28

Poems of Sentiment, 1958-59 Box 1, Folder 29

[Bereavement], circa 1940s-1960 Box 1, Folder 30

[Birthday], 1950s-circa 1960s Box 1, Folder 31

[Congratulations], 1950s-1960s Box 1, Folder 32

[Humor, Nature], 1960s Box 1, Folder 33

Memories, n.d.-1967 Box 1, Folder 34

[Mother’s Day?], n.d. Box 1, Folder 35



[Lectures], 1940s-1960s Box 1, Folder 36

[Marriage], circa 1960s Box 2, Folder 1

Patriotic, 1930-1950s Box 2, Folder 2

Patriotic, circa 1950s Box 2, Folder 3

[Political], circa 1950s Box 2, Folder 4

[Religious], 1940s-1970 Box 2, Folder 5

[Religious] n.d. Box 2, Folder 6

[Sentimental], 1940s-50s Box 2, Folder 7

[Sentimental], 1960s-70s Box 2, Folder 8

[Sentimental], n.d. Box 2, Folder 9

[Temperance], 1941-62 Box 2, Folder 10

[Tributes], 1930s-40s Box 2, Folder 11

[Tributes], 1950s Box 2, Folder 12

[Tributes], 1960s Box 2, Folder 13

[Tributes], n.d. Box 2, Folder 14

[Memories, Sentimental], 1968-69 Box 2, Folder 15

[Lists of Poems Loaned and Given], n.d. Box 2, Folder 16

Memories and Life, 1937 Box 2, Folder 17

How to Get the Most out of Life, 1937 Box 2, Folder 18

Battling Against Treacherous Waters, 1937-40 Box 2, Folder 19

Life Pattern of a Great American Mother, ca. 1940s Box 2, Folder 20

Our Greatest Mission in American Today
[Motherhood], ca. 1940s

Box 2, Folder 21

[Essays re: War], circa 1940s Box 2, Folder 22

Mother of Twelve Children and Several Vocations
Starts Another Career, circa 1940s

Box 2, Folder 23

Katrina, 1942 [Moral Lesson] Box 2, Folder 24

Prose Pieces [Essays], circa 1930s-circa 1950s Box 2, Folder 25

Our Job with General Motors, 1951 Box 2, Folder 26



Reflections and Appreciations−To Delco Remy, n.d. Box 2, Folder 27

Should American Change from Peace and
Prosperity? [Tribute to Dwight D. Eisenhower], ca.
1955

OM 0403, Folder 1

The Changing Countryside, 1960 Box 2, Folder 28

How Kathleen Earned her First and Only Formal,
1969

Box 2, Folder 29

Morgan’s Raid During the Civil War, 1970 Box 2, Folder 30

The Soul Awakens, 5 May 1970 Box 2, Folder 31

Mother’s Tablet from When she Wrote
Advertisements [Anderson Businesses], circa 1939

Box 2, Folder 32

[Lyrics], n.d. Box 2, Folder 33

National Poems and Lyrics, 1939-40 Box 2, Folder 34

[Advertising Jingles], n.d. Box 2, Folder 35

[Record of Music Lessons Taught], 1905-23 Box 2, Folder 36

Notebooks and Notes, circa 1940s-circa 1950s Box 2, Folder 37

Notebooks, Clippings, circa 1950s Box 2, Folder 38

How to Write Saleable Copy, George W. Crane, n.d. Box 2, Folder 39

Series 2: Buchanan and Weatherford Families, 1904–69

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Button and Ribbon, Inauguration of Gov. Ed.
Whitcomb, 13 January 1969

Artifacts: R2156

[Ink and Pencil Sketch, Birthplace of Ruby M.
Weatherford]

Visual Collections: 
OVA Graphics, Folder 1

Sketches, Harrison-Means Home, Jefferson County,
ca. 1930s-1950s

Box 3, Folder 1

[Poems re: Grandchildren], 1940s-1950s Box 3, Folder 2

Poems to Weatherford Children, 1966-67 Box 3, Folder 3

Weatherford Family Poems, 1940s-60s Box 3, Folder 4

Reflections of Our Little Margie, 1956 Box 3, Folder 5



[Gale Weatherford], 1929 Box 3, Folder 6

[Jeanne Weatherford], 1940s Box 3, Folder 7

[Marjorie Weatherford], 1944 Box 3, Folder 8

Kline Family, circa 1960s Box 3, Folder 9

[Weatherford Family, Clippings], 1930s-circa 1940s Box 3, Folder 10

[Weatherford Family, Clippings], 1940s-1950s Box 3, Folder 11

[Clippings re: Weatherford Family], circa
1950s-1960s

Box 3, Folder 12

[Weatherford Family, Poems and Correspondence],
1940s-1970

Box 3, Folder 13

[Weatherford Family, Clippings and Poems], ca.
1920s-1960s

Box 3, Folder 14

Genealogy, 1931-46 Box 3, Folder 15

Sara J. (Means) Buchanan, 1910-26 Box 3, Folder16

Inventory, Personal Effects of Joseph W. Buchanan,
n.d.

Box 3, Folder 17

[Land Purchase?] ca. 1945 Box 3, Folder 18

Weatherford Family, Biographical, 1905-ca. 1960s Box 3, Folder 19

Ira and Ruby Weatherford, 50th Anniversary, 1957 Box 3, Folder 20

Obituaries, Weatherford Family Box 3, Folder 21

Life Sketch of the Author, ca. 1969 Box 3, Folder 22

Correspondence, Roger Weatherford, 31 July 1945 Box 3, Folder 23

Correspondence, Maud Rogers, Dorothy Breen,
1918-59

Box 3, Folder 24

Letters from Sarah (Means) Buchanan, 1904-24 Box 3, Folder 25

Mother’s Day Card, Sarah J. (Means) Buchanan, ca.
1910

Box 3, Folder 26

Letters from Douglas Clanin, 1968 Box 3, Folder 27

Correspondence, Weatherford Family, 1939 Box 3, Folder 28

Correspondence, Auberger Family, 1960 Box 3, Folder 29



Correspondence, Elizabeth Clanin, 1967-68 Box 3, Folder 30

Weatherford Family, Notes, 1950s-60s Box 3, Folder 31

Weatherford Family, Correspondence, 1958-70 Box 3, Folder 32

Ira Weatherford, 1958 Box 3, Folder 33

Last Will and Testament, Ira Weatherford
[photocopy], 1962

Box 3, Folder 34

My Job and Why I Like It, Ira Weatherford, n.d. Box 3, Folder 35

Through the Years, 1952 Box 3, Folder 36

Missing You, 1968 Box 3, Folder 37

[Tributes, Ira Weatherford and Departed Relatives],
circa 1960s

Box 3, Folder 38

Bereavement. [Written following the death of Ira
Weatherford], 1969-70

Box 3, Folder 39

Letter to NASA, circa 1969 Box 4, Folder 16

Daily Log re: Ira Weatherford’s Illness, August 1968 Box 4, Folder 1

Daily Log re: Ira Weatherford’s Illness, Sept. -Nov.
1968

Box 4, Folder 2

Daily Log re: Ira Weatherford’s Illness, Dec. 1968 Box 4, Folder 3

Household Accounts, Feb -Nov. 1969 Box 4, Folder 4

Application for Registration, Library of Congress,
1939

Box 4, Folder 5

Letter to Anderson Herald, 20 Dec. 1939 Box 4, Folder 6

Correspondence, Music Publishers, 1943-46 Box 4, Folder 7

[Letters of Appreciation], 1941-70 Box 4, Folder 8

Correspondence, Publishers, 1969 Box 4, Folder 9

Correspondence, 1939-49 Box 4, Folder 10

Correspondence re: Submitted Works, 1956-61 Box 4, Folder 11

Letter to General and Mrs. Eisenhower, 29 Sept.
1952

Box 4, Folder 12

Letter from Mamie Eisenhower [signature facsimile],
1952

Box 4, Folder 13



Letter to Dwight D. Eisenhower, 13 Jan. 1961 Box 4, Folder 14

Our Nation’s Hero, circa 1961 Box 4, Folder 15

Letter to Arthur Godfrey, 12 Oct. 1956 [with
enclosure re: letter to President Eisenhower, 1954]

Box 4, Folder 16

Eisenhower Condolences, 1969 Box 4, Folder 17

Clippings re: Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1950s-1969 Box 4, Folder 18

Letters re: Bereavement, 1950-70 Box 4, Folder 19

Letters to Dr. Wesley H. Bransford, circa 1950s Box 4, Folder 20

Dr. Wesley H. Bransford, 1959 Box 4, Folder 21

Letter to Homer Capehart, 1955 Box 4, Folder 22

Letters to Dr. George Crane, 1960 Box 4, Folder 23

J. C. T. Rogers Family, circa 1960s Box 4, Folder 24

Dr. Paul Royalty, 1949-60 Box 4, Folder 25

Clippings, 1960s Box 4, Folder 26

[Poem, Convocation Address, Anderson High
School], 1946-52

Box 4, Folder 27

Anderson Public Schools, Adult Education,
Certificates, 1951-53

Box 4, Folder 28

Mt. Gilead Community Club, 1951 Box 4, Folder 29

Mt. Gilead Community Club, Minutes, n.d. Box 4, Folder 30

Madison County Youth Guidance Council,
Constitution, circa 1950s

Box 4, Folder 31

[Miller Bus Tour], 1955 Box 4, Folder 32

Folk Remedies, n.d. Box 4, Folder 33

[Juvenile Delinquency, Character Building] n.d. Box 4, Folder 34

Letter to NASA, circa 1969 Box 4, Folder 35

Birthplace of Ruby M. Weatherford 
[ink and pencil sketch], ca. 1960s

Visual Collections: 
OVA Graphics, Folder 1

[Weatherford Family, Girls], ca. 1940s Photographs: 
Folder 1



Pictures to be Treasured [Rogers, Weatherford
Families], ca. 1900-ca. 1940s

Photographs: 
Folder 2

Weatherford Family, ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 3

50th Wedding Anniversary, 1957 Photographs: 
Folder 4

Means Property, Schoolhouse, Jefferson County, 
ca. 1950s

Photographs: 
Folder 5

[Harrison-Means Property], ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 6

Harrison-Means Home, ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 7

Anderson High School, ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 8

Charlie B. Weatherford, Ruby Weatherford, 1941-58 Photographs: 
Folder 9

Unidentified Man, ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 10

Churches, ca. 1900-ca. 1950s Photographs: 
Folder 11

Where the Old Spring House Used to Be, ca. 1950s Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 1

[The Old Mean’s Place], ca. 1950s Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 2

[Ruby, Where She Used to Wade], ca. 1950s Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 3

[Ruby, Beside Old Falls] Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 4

[Ruby Beside Family Home] Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 5

Doris and Chris Spencer, Susie Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 6

Harry Spence Cows on Pasture Visual Collections: 



120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 7

Ruby Mae by the Woods Visual Collections: 
120 Size Acetate Negative
Storage, Item 8

Series 3: Pendleton and Anderson, 1956−69

CONTENTS CONTAINER
[Watercolor, Pennsylvania Railroad Station, by
Wilson Gray]

Visual Collections: 
OVA Graphics, Folder 2

[Watercolor, Anderson Courthouse, by Wilson Gray] Visual Collections: 
OVA Graphics, Folder 3

[Pendleton, Clippings and Correspondence],
1950s-60s

Box 4, Folder 36

[Schools, Clippings], ca. 1960s Box 4, Folder 37

The Trestle Board, Masonic Temple, Anderson, Ind.,
Dec. 1967; Feb. 1968

Box 4, Folder 38

Pendleton Passion Play, 1 April 1956 Box 4, Folder 39

[Topics of Interest, Clippings], 1960s Box 4, Folder 40

Delco Remy Clan, 16 January 1959; 16 June 1961;
13 Oct. 1967

OM 0403, Folder 2

Invitations to Inauguration of Gov. Ed. Whitcomb,
Jan. 1969

Box 4, Folder 41

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://157.91.92.2/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0791).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://157.91.92.2/
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