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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Indiana Jewish Historical Society was founded in 1972 to collect, preserve and publish
material involving two hundred years of Jewish life in Indiana. The organization aims to
gather and preserve the records of synagogues, temples and societies; Jewish life cycle
demonstrations, such as Bar Mitzvah certificates, Confirmation certificates, Katubbot
(marriage contracts); personal memorabilia, scrapbooks and diaries; burial and cemetery
records; government documents such as naturalization records; newspaper and magazine
articles; and photographs.

Another goal of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society is to provide data not always
available to historians, scholars and authors, thus helping to provide an awareness of the
role played by Jews and Jewish communities in the creation of the religious climate of
Indiana.

The IJHS founders ensured that the Jewish experience throughout the state would be
preserved and conveyed. They began an annual publication, Indiana Jewish History,
which recorded:

e settlers in Richmond and Terre Haute in 1818

e the beginning of the Fort Wayne congregation in 1848 and the dedication of the
Madison synagogue in 1855

e stores founded more than 100 years age in Plymouth, Wabash, Huntington, and
North Manchester

e the role of the Lafayette congregation in the Reform movement in the late 19th
century and the history of self-help organization in the community, beginning in
1907

e a forum which brought W.E.B. Du Bois of the NAACP and other speakers to
Hammond during the heyday of the Ku Klux Klan life in Muncie and Columbia
City in the 20th century

Sources:

Preface and Introduction from A Users Guide to the Indianapolis Holdings of the Indiana
Jewish Historical Society.



SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection is an addition to Manuscript Collection M 0743, the Indiana Jewish
Historical Society Collection, 1845-2002. It contains archive materials related to the
Jewish life in Indiana, and has been split into three series:

Series 1: Refusenik Materials

This series contains materials related to efforts by American Jewish organizations to help
refuseniks, Soviet Jews denied permission to emigrate. This includes newsletters and news
releases from the Chicago Action for Soviet Jewry, the Committee on Human Rights in the
Soviet Union, the National Conference on Soviet Jewry, and the Student Struggle for
Soviet Jewry. Also in this series are event flyers, information on refusenik families, news
clippings, articles, petitions for exit visas, and correspondence.

Series 2: Sinai Temple Materials

This series contains materials from and related to Sinai Temple in Marion, Indiana. It
includes temple records such as Board of Directors meeting minutes, budget records,
committee reports, insurance materials, a lot appraisal, member and rabbi lists, financial
records, bingo records and Temple Endowment Fund materials. Other materials are temple
bulletins, service programs, news clippings, photos, negatives, Temple Sisterhood
materials, Sabbath school materials, memorial project materials, correspondence, and the
temple's articles of incorporation and by-laws.

Series 3: Miscellaneous Materials

This series contains miscellaneous materials related to Jewish life in Indiana. The series
includes B'nai B'rith materials, such as correspondence and meeting minutes. Other
materials are organization photos, bulletins from Indiana Jewish congregations and
institutions, Marion Jewish Federation records, news clippings, and newsletters.



SERIES CONTENTS
Series 1: Refusenik Materials

CONTENTS
Articles, 1989-92

Chicago Action for Soviet Jewry, Refusenik
newsletter, 1989-90

Committee on Human Rights in the Soviet Union
(CHRSU) news releases, 1989-92

CHRSU Human Rights' week meeting minutes, 1990
CHRSU Human Rights' week checklist, 1990
Correspondence, 1989-91

Correspondence, 1992-93, n.d.

Event flyers, n.d.

Information on refusenik families, 1990-91

Information on religious freedom in the USSR, 1982,
1989

Irina McClellan, certificate of appreciation, 1989
Miscellaneous materials, 1977, 1989-90, n.d.

National Conference on Soviet Jewry, Newsbreak,
1990

News clippings, 1978-93

News clippings, n.d.

News clippings, 1989

Petitions for exit visas, 1989-90

Refusenik family flyers, 1989

CONTAINER
Box 1, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 3

Box 1, Folder 4
Box 1, Folder 5
Box 1, Folder 6
Box 1, Folder 7
Box 1, Folder 8
Box 1, Folder 9

Box 1, Folder 10

OM 0613, Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 11

Box 1, Folder 12

Box 1, Folder 13

Box 1, Folder 14

OM 0613, Folder 2

Box 1, Folder 15

OM 0613, Folder 3



Reverend John Grauel photo, n.d.

Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry news releases, 1989
Translation of anti-semitic material, 1990

Union of Councils for Soviet Jews, Gobachev's Soviet
Jewry Report Card, n.d.

Series 2: Sinai Temple Materials

CONTENTS

Architectural drawing of proposed marquee sign, 1954
Articles of incorporation, 1925, 1953

Bingo registration materials and financial summaries,
1991-95

Board of Directors, minutes, 1924-98
Board of Directors, minutes, 1999-2001
Board of Directors, minutes, 2002-04
Board of Directors, minutes, 2002-05
Board of Directors, minutes, 2005-06
Board of Directors, minutes, 2007-09

Break the fast photos, 1998

Break the fast negatives, 1998

Budget records, 1994-2006

Building Finance Committee report, 1952, 1955

By-laws, 1925-2004

Visual Collections:
Color Photographs,
Folder 1

Box 1, Folder 16
Box 1, Folder 17

OM 0613, Folder 4

CONTAINER
OM 0613, Folder 5

Box 1, Folder 18

Box 1, Folder 19

Box 1, Folder 20
Box 1, Folder 21
Box 1, Folder 22
Box 2, Folder 1
Box 2, Folder 2
Box 2, Folder 3

Visual Collections:
Color Photographs,
Folder 2

Visual Collections:
35 mm negatives,
Envelope 1 of 2

Box 2, Folder 4
Box 2, Folder 5

Box 2, Folder 6



Chronicle-Tribune, history of Marion's Jewish Box 2, Folder 7
community, July 1977

Correspondence, reinstatement of corporate charter, Box 2, Folder 8
1981-82
Correspondence, temple improvements, 1954-55 Box 2, Folder 9
Correspondence, miscellaneous, 1917-2013, n.d. Box 2, Folder 10
Dues materials, 1961 Box 2, Folder 11
Four Chaplains articles, 1989-2004, n.d. Box 2, Folder 12
Four Chaplains Memorial Plague project materials, Box 2, Folder 13
2002-03
Four Chaplains memorial services guidelines, n.d. Box 2, Folder 14
Four Chaplains photos, n.d. Visual Collections:
Photographs,
Folder 1
Hebrew exercise booklet, 1969 Box 2, Folder 15
Insurance materials, 1955 Box 2, Folder 16
Lot appraisal, 1955 Box 2, Folder 17
Member lists, 1947-88 Box 2, Folder 18
Miscellaneous financial materials, 1936-60 Box 2, Folder 19
Miscellaneous materials, 1955-90, n.d. Box 2, Folder 20
Miscellaneous negatives, n.d. Visual Collections:

35 mm negatives,
Envelope 2 of 2

Miscellaneous negatives, n.d. Visual Collections:
120 mm negatives,
Envelope 1 of 1

Miscellaneous news clippings, 1968, 1976, n.d. Box 2, Folder 21
Miscellaneous photos, 1995, n.d. Visual Collections:

Color Photographs,
Folder 3



Mortgage agreements, 1938-55
Rabbi and student rabbi lists, 1947—2009
Returned checks, 1992

Sinai Star, Sunday school newsletter, 1986-87

Sinai Temple Sabbath School materials, 1958-62, n.d.

Sisterhood certificate of appreciation, 1995
Sisterhood correspondence, 2004

Sisterhood dues balance sheets, 1994-2006
Sisterhood meeting minutes, 2002-06

Standing Committee list, n.d.

Tax-Exemption forms and correspondence, 1992

Temple building 60th anniversary celebration photos,
1996

Temple bulletins, 1949-66

Temple bulletins, 1990-97

Temple bulletins, 1997-2008

Temple Endowment Fund correspondence, 1992-95

Temple Endowment Fund meeting minutes and
memoranda, 1995, 1999

Temple Endowment Fund transaction ledger, 1992-95

Temple event news clippings, 1903, 1984-87, n.d.
Title opinion, n.d.

US flag certificate, 1989

Worship at a Glance booklet, n.d.

Yom Kippur service program, n.d.

Box 2, Folder 22
Box 2, Folder 23
Box 2, Folder 24
Box 2, Folder 25
Box 2, Folder 26
Box 2, Folder 27
Box 2, Folder 28
Box 2, Folder 29
Box 2, Folder 30
Box 2, Folder 31

Box 2, Folder 32

Visual Collections:

Color Photographs,
Folder 4

Box 3, Folder 1
Box 3, Folder 2
Box 3, Folder 3
Box 3, Folder 4

Box 3, Folder 5

Box 3, Folder 6
Box 3, Folder 7
Box 3, Folder 8
Box 3, Folder 9
Box 3, Folder 10

Box 3, Folder 11



Series 3: Miscellaneous Materials

CONTENTS
B'nai B'rith correspondence, 1939-52, n.d.

B'nai B'rith miscellaneous materials, n.d.

B'nai B'rith Saul Hutner Lodge #1002, meeting
minutes, 1948-52

B'nai B'rith Saul Hutner Lodge #1002, loose materials
from meeting minutes, 1948-52

Bureau of Jewish Education, 100th anniversary
photos, 2010

Congregation B'nai Jacob, 100th anniversary DVD,
2012

Indiana Jewish Historical Society correspondence,
1975

Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation bulletins, 1949,
1965

Lafayette Chapter of Hadassah, bulletins, 1999-2007
Lafayette Chapter of Hadassah, bulletins, 2008-12
Madison Circuit Court, Caroline H. Brady estate, 1935

Marion Jewish Federation articles of association,
1976-77

Marion Jewish Federation miscellaneous materials,
1972-82

Marion Jewish Federation tax-exemption materials,
1976

Miscellaneous Indiana Jewish Historical Society
materials, 1999, n.d.

Miscellaneous Marion and Grant County news
clippings, 1944, 1985, 2000, n.d.

CONTAINER
Box 3, Folder 12

Box 3, Folder 13

Box 3, Folder 14

Box 3, Folder 15

DVD 0861

DVD 0862

Box 3, Folder 16

Box 3, Folder 17

Box 4, Folder 1
Box 4, Folder 2
Box 4, Folder 3

Box 4, Folder 4

Box 4, Folder 5

Box 4, Folder 6

Box 4, Folder 7

Box 4, Folder 8



Ohio Valley Federation of Temple Youth, Indiana Box 4, Folder 9
Sub-regional Conclave information packets, 1958,
1964, 1966, 1972

Sisterhood Statewide, Indiana State Federation of Box 4, Folder 10
Temple Sisterhoods newsletter, 1963

Spit N Sputter, Indiana newsletters, n.d. Box 4, Folder 11
Union Camp Institute, Junior Camp | yearbook, 1966 Box 4, Folder 12
United Jewish Appeal miscellaneous materials, 1951, Box 4, Folder 13

1977-78, 1981, n.d.
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