
Collection # 
SC 3195 
DVD 0863–0865 
 

 

DOROTHY D. PIPES 
ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW, 2015 

 

Collection Information 

Biographical Sketch 

Scope and Content Note 

Contents 

 

 

 

 

Processed by 

Paul Brockman 
August, 2016 

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department 
William Henry Smith Memorial Library 

Indiana Historical Society 
450 West Ohio Street 

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269 

www.indianahistory.org 

 

http://www.indianahistory.org/


COLLECTION INFORMATION 

VOLUME OF  
COLLECTION: 

1 folder; 3 digital discs 

COLLECTION  
DATES: 

30 March 2015 

PROVENANCE: Dorothy D. Pipes, Indianapolis, Indiana, August, 2016 

RESTRICTIONS: None 

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION  
RIGHTS: 

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection 
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society. 

ALTERNATE  
FORMATS: 

 

RELATED  
HOLDINGS: 

 

ACCESSION  
NUMBER: 

2016.0022m0004; 2016.0223 

NOTES: This interview is part of the Indiana Community Builders Oral 
History Project of the Indiana Historical Society. 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Dorothy (Davis) Pipes was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1927. An African American, 
she grew up on Indianapolis’s Near West Side near the Lockefield neighborhood and 
attended school at St. Bridget’s and St. Agnes Academy, both Roman Catholic parochial 
schools. During the summer of her senior year in high school she worked at the Madame 
Walker factory located at the corner of Indiana Avenue and West Street. She also worked 
at the company’s café, called the Coffee Pot. In 1947, she married her first husband, 
George M. Simpson (1923–1976), with whom she had two sons, George E. Simpson (b. 
1947) and Addison T. Simpson (b. 1950). After their divorce, she met and married 
Maurice A. Pipes Sr. (1927–1994) in 1954, whose two children by a previous marriage, 
Sharon Pipes-Dillard (1947–2011) and Lee A. Pipes (b. 1948), she informally adopted. 
The Pipes’s fifth child, Maurice A. Pipes II, was born in 1956. Throughout her adult life, 
Dorothy has lived in Indianapolis. She worked for Western Electric and then Indianapolis 
Public Schools before retiring. Currently, she resides on Indianapolis’s North Side near 
Crown Hill Cemetery.  
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This manuscript was transcribed from a digitally recorded interview conducted on March 
30, 2015, at Mrs. Pipes’s home on Byram Avenue in Indianapolis, Indiana, by Wendy L. 
Adams, director of oral history at the Indiana Historical Society (IHS). Wendy Adams 
transcribed the interview in May 2015, and lightly edited the transcript in July 2016. The 
interview, which includes the audio recording and the transcript. Also included is a digital 
disk of photos relating to Mrs. Pipe's.   

Listed below is a table of contents relating to subjects discussed and their location within 
the transcript: 

PREFACE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . i 

 

TRANSCRIPT  

 
 Recording I 
 

Birth / Parents (Addison Davie and Wilma Mae Radford) / Brothers .................... 1 

Siblings (Elbert Wills, Frank J. Wills, Richard Wills) / Foster parents  
 (Dock and Lula Henson) / Parents .............................................................. 2 
 
Lockefield Gardens (Indianapolis, Indiana) ............................................................ 3 

St. Bridget’s Academy / St. Agnes Academy ......................................................... 6 

Cardinal Joseph E. Ritter / Grandmother (Jennie Davie) ........................................ 9 

St. Bridget’s Academy / Madame Walker Building ............................................. 10 

Madame Walker factory ........................................................................................ 11 

Walker Coffee Pot ................................................................................................. 15 

College (Indiana University) ................................................................................. 18 

First husband (George Simpson) / Second husband (Maurice Pipes) / 
 Her children ............................................................................................... 19 
 
Her children and grandchildren ............................................................................. 23 

Western Electric .................................................................................................... 24 



Indianapolis Public Schools .................................................................................. 25 

Her children’s Catholic education / Maurice Pipe’s employment  
 (Allen Smith Company) ............................................................................ 26 
 
Church activities (St. Andrew the Apostle Church / St. Vincent DePaul) ............ 27 

His-And-Hers clubs (13 Black Cats)..................................................................... 28 

Encountering racial prejudice ............................................................................... 30 

 

Views on family life .............................................................................................. 32 

Life as a youth on Indianapolis’s Near West Side (currently IUPUI area) /  
 First husband (George Simpson) ............................................................... 33 
 
Downtown Indianapolis ........................................................................................ 34 

First husband (George Simpson) / Lockefield Gardens ........................................ 35 

 

 

 Recording II 
 
Living on Indianapolis’s Near West Side (currently IUPUI area) ........................ 37 

Carter “Bonus” Temple ......................................................................................... 38 

Living on Indianapolis’s Near West Side (currently IUPUI area) ........................ 39 

13 Black Cats ........................................................................................................ 41 

Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver / Epicurean Club ..................................... 43 

His-And-Hers Clubs .............................................................................................. 44 

 

 

ADDENDUM ............................................................................................................. 46 

 



CONTENTS 

CONTENTS CONTAINER 

Oral History Transcript (SC 3195) Box 1, Folder 1 

Oral History Interview, 2015, user copy DVD 0863 

Oral History Interview, 2015, master copy DVD 0864 

Digital Photographs DVD 0865 

 


	Collection #
	SC 3195 DVD 0863–0865
	Dorothy d. pipes oral history interview, 2015
	COLLECTION INFORMATION
	BIOGRAPHiCAL SKETCH
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	CONTENTS


