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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

The Contemporary Club of Indianapolis was organized at the home of May Wright and 
Theodore Sewall on June 27, 1890.  The purpose of the Club is both for socializing and for 
intellectual engagement, and membership is open to both men and women equally.  Before 
the Contemporary Club, the only way women would get to engage with high profile 
speakers was on Ladies Night at the Literary Club. The Club invites speakers and 
entertainers from a variety of backgrounds and areas of interest/study to put on a program 
for them. The Club has been informed and entertained by such notables as Woodrow 
Wilson, Booker T. Washington, Claude Rains, Henry James, and Gertrude Stein.  

In the early days of the Club, meetings were held at the Propylaeum, but in later years, the 
Club held meetings and programs at various venues throughout the city. Meetings and 
programs are held anywhere from four to six times a year and many times allowed for a 
dinner hour and a social hour in which members could engage with the speaker and each 
other. In the beginning, membership in the Club was capped at 200 people, but 
membership was allowed to 600 people. 

 

Sources: Materials in the collection. 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

This collection consists of paper records of the Contemporary Club of Indianapolis. 
Included are board meeting minutes, president's papers, and program schedules and 
planning materials. 
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