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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Charles J. Schisla was a member of the Indiana Sports Corp, a non-profit founded in 1979
as the country's first sports commission for world-class events. Some of its most notable
events include the 1982 National Sports Festival, the 1987 Tenth Pan American Games,
and the 1991 World Gymnastics Championships. In January 1985 the organizing
committee for the Tenth Pan American Games, titled PAX/Indianapolis (PAX/I), was
formed under the Indiana Sports Corp until its incorporation as a separate entity in March
1986. Schisla served as chairman of the PASO/NOC (Pan American Sport
Organization/National Olympic Committees) relations committee, one of several sub-
committees of PAX/I. The committee was the official channel for communication between
PAXI/I, PASO, and the NOC:s of the participating countries.

Pan American Games: During the 1932 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, the Mexican
delegation proposed creating a sports organization for athletics in the Western Hemisphere.
In August 1940 the Pan American Sports Congress met for the first time in Buenos Aires
and planned to host the first Pan American Games in the same city in 1942. However, the
games were postponed due to World War I1. The second Pan American Sports Congress
met in London during the 1948 Olympic Games and continued making plans for the Pan
American Games. The first Pan American Games were held in Buenos Aires in 1951. The
Pan American Sport Organization (PASO) governs the games, which are held every four
years. In 1987 the Tenth Pan American Games were held in Indianapolis from 7 August to
23 August.

National Sports Festival: Originally called the National Sports Festival, the first U.S.
Olympic Festival was held in Colorado Springs, Colorado in 1978. The U.S. Olympic
Committee sponsored the festival, which was to occur every year except for Olympic
years, with the hope that the event would stimulate young talent and bring attention to U.S.
Olympic teams and athletes. The Indiana Sports Corporation helped organize the 1982
festival in Indianapolis, from 23 July to 31 July. The last U.S. Olympic Festival was held
in Denver, Colorado in 1995.

World Gymnastics Championships: The first World Gymnastics Championships were held
in Antwerp, Belgium in 1903. The World Championships for each of the gymnastic
disciplines (Gymnastics for All, Men's and Women's Artistic, Rhythmic, Acrobatic,
Aerobic, and Trampoline) are organized by the International Federation of Gymnastics
(FIG). FIG originally launched under the name Bureau of European Federations on 23 July
1881 when French, Dutch, and Belgian representatives first met. In 1991 the World
Avrtistic Gymnastics Championships were held in Indianapolis from 6 September to 15
September.

World Rowing Championships: The World Rowing Championships are organized by the
World Rowing Federation (FISA). The first championships were held in Lucerne,
Switzerland in August 1962. The event was held every four years until 1974, when FISA
began to hold it annually. In 1994 Indianapolis hosted the World Rowing Championship
from 15 September to 18 September.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of materials related to the history of sports in Indiana. In particular,
a significant portion of the collection relates to the Tenth Pan American Games hosted in
Indianapolis, Indiana. These materials include a Pan American Games guidebook, a
volunteer leadership handbook, a PASO information manual and assorted issues of the
following newsletters from 1985 to 1987: Pan Am Update, Paso a Paso, PAX Facts, and
Voice of the Village.

Other materials in the collection are membership certificates for the Indiana Sports
Corporation from 1983 to 1986, maps for the National Sports Festival in Indianapolis in
1982, reports of the 1984 Los Angeles Olympic Games and photos of the 1991 World
Gymnastics Championships and the 1994 World Rowing Championships, both held in
Indianapolis, Indiana.
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