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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Thomas W. Birum operated the Birum Hotel on East Main Street, Hartford City, Indiana, from ca. 1916 until his death
in October, 1928.

Birum, the son of Robert and Jane Birum, was born near Union City, Indiana, 24 August 1864. He married Anna Laura
Coby in 1896 and lived for a short time in Whitewater, Wayne County, and for twenty years in Redkey. He operated
the hotel at Redkey before purchasing the Hartford Hotel and the Parker House. The Parker House became the Birum
Hotel, and operated as an annex to the Hartford Hotel until 1922. Birum sold the Hartford Hotel at this time and
operated the Birum Hotel as an independent hostelry.

Birum was a member of the Elk's Lodge and the Knights of Pythias.

Source:
"Thomas Birum Dies Following Long IlIness,” Hartford City News, 1 October 1928.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection comprises seven photographs, 5" x 7" on 8" x 12" mounts. Three photographs are duplicates. The
images are all exterior views of the Birum Hotel from Main Street. Thomas Birum is identified in one photograph, as
is William Maxwell. Individuals who may be either staff or guests are also present in a number of images. The
photographer's studio name "Burris Smith"” is embossed on the mounts. The images may have been taken ca. 1922,
when Birum chose to operate the business as a hostelry.
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For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://157.91.92.2/
2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, P 0287).
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related materials.
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