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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Augustus Mortimer Van Dyke (1838–1918) was born in Ohio but moved to Princeton (Gibson County) Indiana, in
1860 where he was an attorney. In 1861 he enlisted in the 14th Indiana Regiment, part of the Army of the Potomac, as
a first sergeant.  Van Dyke was later promoted to 2nd lieutenant of the same regiment in February 1862 and eventually
became a 1st lieutenant.  In 1864 Van Dyke was named assistant adjutant general for the 4th Division, 15th Corps,
Army of the Tennessee.  After the war, Van Dyke attempted to establish a business in Nashville, Tennessee, but he
eventually returned to Indiana and settled with his family in Ripley County, where he died in 1918.

 

Sources:
Information in original collection guide.

A Guide to the Manuscript Collections of the Indiana Historical Society and Indiana State Library, p. 186

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection primarily consists of Van Dyke's Civil War letters to his family in Ripley County and to his fiancee,
Alice Kent, in Jefferson County while he was serving in Virginia and Georgia.  Also included in the papers are Van
Dyke's letters from Vincennes (1860–61) and letters to his fiancee from Nashville, Tennessee, where he attempted to
start a business in 1866.
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CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://catalog.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Traditional Search" icon.

3.      Click on the "Call Number" radio button.

4.      Search for the collection by its call number (in this case, M 0284).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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