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No biographical information was obtainable concerning Virgil Stegner.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The diary contains a detailed description of Stegner's expedition from Rising Sun (Ohio County), Indiana, with a party
of fortune seekers to mine gold in California in 1850. The journey includes accounts of transportation by boat from
Rising Sun in May, 1850, on the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers to St. Louis; from St. Louis by boat on the Missouri
River to Leavenworth, Kansas Territory; and from Leavenworth by mule driven wagon over the plains and mountains
arriving in area around the mining towns of Placerville and Coloma, California, in August, 1850.

In his diary Stegner relates the difficulites of traveling by wagon train including keeping the mules healthy and
nourished, sickness and death from cholera and other diseases, and the difficulty of traveling over prairies, mountains,
and deserts. He also tells of the beauty of the land mentioning such rock formations as Castle Rock and Chimney
Rock, and recounts hunting buffalo and other wild animals, meeting other travelers from Indiana and surrounding
states, trading for supplies with Indians, and everyday life on a wagon train. Stegner goes on to describe his
experiences in prospecting and life in mining towns including meeting gamblers, procuring the land and the necessary
supplies for mining, and the hard work and frustrations involved in prospecting for gold, September, 1850. Stegner
ceased making entries in his diary on September 29, 1850, with no explanation.
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