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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The family of Thomas Thornburg Newby (1834-1919) were part of a group of anti-slavery North Carolina Quakers
who moved to Ripley Township, Rush County, Indiana, in the 1820s. Thomas T. Newby had a 251-acre farm, and was
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active in helping slaves escape. He married Parthena J. Griffin, and they had one daughter.

After the Civil War, Newby took a trip back to North Carolina to visit relatives. He went with Jesse and A. N. Henley,
and the trip lasted from December 1868 into March 1869. Starting from Knightstown, they traveled by rail to
Columbus and Washington, by ship to Aquia Creek, and then by rail to Richmond, Virginia, and High Point, North
Carolina. They stayed with various relatives, and entered into community activities, including a good deal of hunting,
as well as Friends' meetings and a literary club.

Sources: Materials in collection
History of Rush County (1888), 604-605
Rush County Sesquicentennial History, 12, 21

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection contains one item, a pocket diary kept by Thomas T. Newby on his trip from Rush County to North
Carolina in 1868-1869. Written in pencil, the diary details the number of miles per day on trips, the cost of tickets, and
details of life while visiting. There are no remarks about individuals. Among the details described:

- The railroad cars from Columbus to Washington crossed the Ohio River by being run onto a flat boat lashed to a
steamer;
- A one-dollar breakfast in Richmond included "Coffee, tea, light bread, fried beaf & ham, fried potatos, a few little
fried cakes & plenty of Oysters;"
- On 2-20-1869 Newby passed several wagons loaded with guano for the plantations, and "A fat old School teacher
passed our camp on his way to school quite drunk."
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