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HISTORICAL SKETCH

When Indiana became a state in 1816, over half its territory was still in the hands of Indian tribes. As the state
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developed and white settlers moved in from the East, there was relentless pressure to remove the Indians farther west.

First to move were the Delawares, who went west of the Mississippi River in 1818. The presidency of Andrew Jackson
brought further pressure. Congress passed an Indian Removal Act in 1830, and the Black Hawk War of 1832
heightened public awareness.

The Potawatomis were the next to move. To quote James H. Madison (The Indiana Way, Indianapolis, 1986, pp. 124-
125): "Plans for removal were in place in 1838, but some Potawatomis resisted. Led by Menominee, they claimed that
they had not agreed to removal. With Senator [John] Tipton and the aggressive Indian trader George Ewing as
organizers, an armed militia company forcefully rounded up Menominee and his reluctant band. Under armed guard
some eight hundred Potawatomis were soon on their way to Kansas. Carelessness in organizing the march brought
sickness and hardship and contributed to the death of forty-two Indians, most of them children. This sad episode
became known as the 'Trail of death.'"

In the 1840s, the remaining tribe, the Miamis, either managed to retain their lands near Fort Wayne or finally moved
west.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection contains two items, a clipping from the Ossawatomie, Kansas, Graphic, and an Indiana Senate
Concurrent Resolution of 28 January 1994. The resolution, part of a multi-state effort, designates the 1838 route of the
Potawotamis, from northwestern Indiana to Ossawatomie, Kansas, as a Regional Historic Trail. It is signed by five
state Senators and by the officers of the Indiana Senate.
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