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HISTORICAL SKETCH

  Freeman Army Air Field was set up near Seymour, Indiana, soon after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in
December 1941. The site, containing 2,560 acres, was chosen in May 1942; construction began in July; and the base,
though incomplete, opened in December 1942. The purpose of the field was to train personnel in the flying of twin-
engine planes. The first training planes, AT-10s, arrived in February 1943, and the first class graduated from the nine-
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week course in April 1943. Over the next two years, nineteen classes, numbering from 122 to 309, graduated at the
base. Training was also given to helicopter pilots.

  At its height, the base had 413 buildings and accommodated about 4,000 personnel. It was deactivated in late 1945,
and turned over to the city of Seymour in 1947.

 Source: Louis Osterman, Freeman Field and Seymour (1986)

SCOPE AND CONTENT

  This collection, filling four folders, contains questionnaires from pilots trained at Freeman Army Air Field in 1943-
1945. These were collected by Louis Osterman while preparing his booklet on the base. They are arranged
alphabetically by correspondent.

  The questionnaires, sometimes accompanied by other data, describe both WWII experiences and accomplishments
since. Though they represent only a small fraction of the graduates of the base, they give some interesting details.
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