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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Mary Elizabeth Hanger (b. 1904) lives in Indianapolis. Her mother, Lela Kern, had a second marriage to Frank J.
Richmann. Mary Elizabeth attended Public School 57, spent a term at Butler College, and graduated from the
University of Illinois in 1923. In 1927 she received a law degree from John Marshall Law School in Chicago. She later
was married and divorced.

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection consists of two items, the original and the printed versions of Mary Elizabeth Hanger's diary for the
years 1916-1922.

Written in a handsomely produced The Little Colonel's Good Times Book, by Annie Fellows Johnston (Boston: J. C.
Page, 1909), the diary has occasional rather than daily entries. Some are brief, some of several pages. The diary carries
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the author from her later high school years through her early college years. There is a mixture of simple entries, like
the plot of a Mary Pickford movie at the Circle, and introspective passages, about how she looks at boys, and how she
must make the most of her opportunities at college. In addition to graduating very young, she was active in student
publications and in student affairs in both school and college.

The printed version of the diary, printed privately in 1991, reproduces the diary and adds footnotes, photographs, and
items about her [step?]brother and her grandmother.
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