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USER INFORMATION

VOLUME OF COLLECTION: 1 small bound diary (approximately 150 pages)

COLLECTION DATES: 1856-1858

PROVENANCE: William L. Selm, Indianapolis, Indiana, n.d.

RESTRICTIONS: None

COPYRIGHT: Held by Indiana Historical Society

ALTERNATE FORMATS: None

RELATED HOLDINGS: Albert Sahm (SC 2015, BV 2371-2372)

ACCESSION NUMBER: 92.0171X

HISTORICAL SKETCH

Louis (Ludwig) Sahm was born in Germany. He and his wife, Charlotte, left Germany in November 1844, and arrived
in Indianola, Texas, after an eight week perilous voyage on January 1, 1845. Sahm and his family soon moved to New
Braunsfels, Texas, where they resided for three years before moving to Indianapolis. Louis Sahm assisted in the
construction of the original Union Station in Indianapolis, and in 1862, he opened a grocery store on Fort Wayne
Avenue in the same city. Sahm continued in the grocery business at the same location until his death in 1897. He was
also one of the organizers of the First German Reformed Church in Indianapolis and was the father of ten children.
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Source: Indiana Biographical Series (ISL), vol 21, p. 2 (obituary of Albert Sahm, his son, 1940).

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection consists of Sahm's personal diary written in Indianapolis from October 9, 1856 to January 1, 1858. The
entire volume is written in German script.

CATALOGUING INFORMATION

MAIN ENTRY: Sahm, Louis, d. 1897

SUBJECT ENTRIES: Germans--Indiana--Indianapolis--Diaries

Immigrants--Indiana--Indianapolis
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