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COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF 
COLLECTION:

2 manuscript boxes, 2 color photograph boxes, 2.5 B&W
photograph boxes, 2 oversized manuscript folders, one
scrapbook (OVA), 1 panoramic photograph

COLLECTION 
DATES:

1900-2007

PROVENANCE: Indiana Jewish Historical Society, August 2008

RESTRICTIONS: None

http://www.indianahistory.org/


COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.

ALTERNATE 
FORMATS:

 

RELATED 
HOLDINGS:

 

ACCESSION 
NUMBER:

2008.0224

NOTES: This forms part of the Indiana Jewish Historical Society
Collection (M 0743).  A dissertation written by Goldnholz
entitled, “The Emergence of a Jewish Community in Fort
Wayne,” was separated from this collection for storage reasons
but is still available.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

This collection centers on the Harry and Frances Nelson family from Munster, IN, originally Gary, IN. The couple was
married on June 29, 1941. They had three children, William “Billy” (b. 1946), Larry (died at age 21 in 1970), and
Susie (was murdered at age 26 in 1976).

Harry was born in May 1913 to Fanny and Wilfred Nelson (b. 1871 and d. 1922). His brother was Jack Nelson (b. and
his sister was Nettie Nelson (b. 1905 and d. 1922).

Frances was born in November 1919 to Irving (d. 1965) and Rae Givens (d. 1985). She had three sisters: Sylvia
(Levin) (b. 1921), Zelda (Rozanski) (b. 1925), and Beatrice “Bebe” (Hirsh) (b. 1935).

Sources:
Information taken from collection materials.
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Much of this collection consisted of Scrapbooks and photo albums containing images and other materials that related
to the lives of the Nelson family from weddings, funerals, births, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, new homes, vacations, etc. There
were also certificates that were received based on achievements, service, or donations from different members of the
family among other miscellaneous manuscript materials.

Many of the photographs were taken out of albums for preservation reasons but they remain labeled and grouped in
the same order as they appeared. Other photos were loose and they are organized by subject and date when available.
Materials from scrapbooks were also removed for preservation reasons. They remain in order and, like the photo
albums, are labeled according to the book from which they originated.



Series one: consists of manuscript materials and photographs from the scrapbooks and photo albums. The first section
of this series includes the photo albums in chronological order. The second part of this series is the scrapbooks. The
manuscript material is shown first in the guide followed by the photographs.

The first photo album dating from 1900-1937 contains old family photographs of both the Givens and Nelsons. There
are also images of Horace Mann School, college in Wisconsin, football games, and vacations to Niagara Falls and
Lake Mendota.

The second photo album dates from 1937-1941 contains photographs from Frances’ college years.

The third photo album dates from 1941-1949 contains photos of Harry and Frances’ honeymoon to the Smokey
Mountains, football games at Wrigley Field, baseball games (these are misidentified with football team names) the first
home of Harry and Frances, trips to Indiana Dunes State Park and Wisconsin, family photos, and camping trips.

The fourth album dates from 1946-1956 contains images of Bill, Larry, and Susie Nelson as children along with other
family members. Also, this album includes images from camping trips and vacations (Mt. Rushmore, Yellowstone,
Wisconsin Dells, and Niagara Falls).

The fifth album dates from 1949-1966 contains images from family dinners, Seder dinners, Rosh Hashanah, family
homes, and school pictures.

The sixth photo album dating from 1967-1973 contains everyday family photos and photos of celebrations as well as
some pictures of Larry in Vietnam.

The seventh photo album dating from 1973-1988 contains images from family reunions and other celebrations such as
weddings, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, and Chanuka. Photos from family vacations to Disney, Chicago, Arizona, and
Yellowstone are included. There are also images from sites from the Yom Kippur War and family gravestones.

The eighth, and last of this type of photo album, dating from 1989-  contains images of vacations to Alaska and
Arizona and family celebrations such as Bar/Bat Mitzvahs, a Bris, and weddings.

The last photo album contains images from the Temple Beth-el Cemetery from 1990.

The first scrapbook contains materials from the family’s life up until 1957. The first part includes materials and images
from Harry’s family and life. Then there is some material involving Frances’ family. Toward the end is material that
involved both of them (from after their marriage).

The second family scrapbook covers the years 1958-1966. Included here are a number of photographs from a trip to
Israel where Harry and Frances met Ben Gurion, Ben Zvi, and visited a number of culturally and religiously prominent
places. Also included are some photos and materials of family events (weddings, deaths, graduations, Bar Mitzvahs,
etc.)

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” from 1965-76 contains clippings and invitations in the manuscript folders. The
clippings contain information about the death of Faye Susan and Larry Nelson. There are images of Jerusalem and
some family photos.

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” from 1977-1986 includes a number of invitations to different events including
Frances’ surprise birthday part at the Creperie. Also included are images from the ground breaking ceremony for the
Temple Beth-Israel addition.

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” from 1987-1996 includes clippings, invitations, memoriam speeches, and
certificates honoring service and donations. Harry’s obituary is included in these materials.

The scrapbook from 1990-1995 contains invitations to different events. These items were not organized in the
scrapbook like the others had been.



The last scrapbook was made by the Fort Wayne Temple Youth Group in 1966. It is remains in order but is unbound.
This scrapbook is stored in an OVA box.

The remainder of the collection includes correspondence, genealogy information and family pictures, more certificates,
invitations, travel plans and photographs (Wyoming and Israel), and newsletters for other congregations.

SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Scrapbooks and Photo Albums

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Loose material from photo album, 1900-1937 Box 1, Folder 1

From photo album, 1900-1937 (1 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 1

From photo album, 1900-1937 (2 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

From photo album, 1900-1937 (3 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 3

From photo album, 1900-1937 (4 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4

From photo album, 1900-1937 (5 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

From photo album, 1937-1941 (1 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 6

From photo album, 1937-1941 (2 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7

From photo album, 1937-1941 (3 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 8

From photo album, 1937-1941 (4 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 9

From photo album, 1937-1941 (5 of 5) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 10

From photo album 1941-1949, 1941 (1 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 11

From photo album 1941-1949, 1941 (2 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 12

From photo album 1941-1949, 1941 (3 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 13

From photo album 1941-1949, 1942 (1 of 2) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 14



From photo album 1941-1949, 1942 (2 of 2) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 15

From photo album 1941-1949, 1943 (1 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 16

From photo album 1941-1949, 1943 (2 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 17

From photo album 1941-1949, 1943 (3 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 18

From photo album 1941-1949, 1944-1945 Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 19

From photo album 1941-1949, 1946 thru 1949 Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 20

From photo album 1946-1956, 1946 (1 of 2) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 21

From photo album 1946-1956, 1946 (2 of 2) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 22

From photo album 1946-1956, 1947 (1 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 23

From photo album 1946-1956, 1947 (2 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 24

From photo album 1946-1956, 1947 (3 of 3) Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 25

From photo album 1946-1956, 1948 Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 1

From photo album 1946-1956, 1949 (1 of 2) Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 2

From photo album 1946-1956, 1949 (2 of 2) Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 3

From photo album 1946-1956, 1950 Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 4

From photo album 1946-1956, 1951-52 Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 5

From photo album 1946-1956, 1953-54 Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 6

From photo album 1946-1956, 1955-56 Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 7

From photo album 1946-1956 Color Photographs



Box 1, Folder 1

From photo album 1949-1966 (1 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 1

From photo album 1949-1966 (2 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 2

From photo album 1949-1966 (3 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 3

From photo album 1949-1966 (4 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 4

From photo album 1949-1966 (5 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 5

From photo album 1949-1966 (6 of 6) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 6

From photo album 1949-1966 (1 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 2

From photo album 1949-1966 (2 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box , Folder 3

From photo album 1967-1973 Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 7

From photo album 1967-1973 (1 of 4) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 4

From photo album 1967-1973 (2 of 4) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 5

From photo album 1967-1973 (3 of 4) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 6

From photo album 1967-1973 (4 of 4) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 7

From photo album 1973-1988 Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 8

From photo album 1973-1988 (1 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 8

From photo album 1973-1988 (2 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 9

From photo album 1973-1988 (3 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 10

From photo album 1973-1988 (4 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 11



From photo album 1973-1988 (5 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 12

From photo album 1973-1988 (6 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 13

From photo album 1973-1988 (7 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 14

From photo album 1973-1988 (8 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 15

From photo album 1973-1988 (9 of 9) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 16

From photo album 1989-   (1 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 17

From photo album 1989-   (2 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 18

Temple Beth-el Cemetery album, 1990 (1 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 19

Temple Beth-el Cemetery album, 1990 (2 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 20

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 Box 1, Folder 2

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 (1 of 5) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 9

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 (2 of 5) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 10

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 (3 of 5) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 11

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 (4 of 5) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 12

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 (5 of 5) Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 13

From Scrapbook #I, to 1957 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 21

From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (1 of 2)

Box 1, Folder 3

From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (2 of 2)

Box 1, Folder 4

From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (1 of 4)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 14



From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (2 of 4)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 15

From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (3 of 4)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 16

From Scrapbook #2 “The Harry Nelson Family
Doings” 1958-1965 (4 of 4)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 17

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (1 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 5

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (2 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 6

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (3 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 7

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (4 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 8

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (5 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 9

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (6 of
6)

Box 1, Folder 10

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (1 of
3)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 18

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (2 of
3)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 19

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 (3 of
3)

Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 20

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1965-1976 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 22

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 (1 of
4)

Box 1, Folder 11

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 (2 of
4)

Box 1, Folder 12

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 (3 of
4)

Box 1, Folder 13

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 (4 of
4)

Box 1, Folder 14

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 21

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1977-1986 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 23



“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 (1 of
5)

Box 1, Folder 15

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 (2 of
5)

Box 1, Folder 16

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 (3 of
5)

Box 1, Folder 17

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 (4 of
5)

Box 1, Folder 18

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 (5 of
5)

Box 1, Folder 19

“The Harry Nelson Family Doings” 1987-1996 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 24

Scrapbook 1990-1995 Box 1, Folder 20

Scrapbook 1990-1995 Color Photographs:
Box 1, Folder 25

Fort Wayne Temple Youth Group, 1966 Scrapbook OVA Box 1

Series 2: Family and Congregation Events, Genealogy, and Photographs

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Family Tree-Frances’ Family Box 2, Folder 1

Lickerman Family Genealogy, Sections A-D Box 2, Folder 2

Lickerman Family Genealogy, Sections E and F Box 2, Folder 3

Correspondence Box 2, Folder 4

Frances Nelson’s 85th Birthday Presentation, 2003 Box 2, Folder 5

In Honor of Harry’s 10 years as President at Temple,
1958

Box 2, Folder 6

Certificates Honoring Harry with related materials,
1984

Box 2, Folder 7

1983 Community Service Award Box 2, Folder 8

Trees for Israel-In memory of Larry and Faye Susan
Nelson

OM 478, Folder 1

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Invitations Box 2, Folder 9

Wedding Invitations Box 2, Folder 10

Clippings Box 2, Folder 11



“State of the Synagogue” October 1992 Box 2, Folder 12

“A Burial Ground for Deceased Israelites: Jewish
Cemeteries in South Bend”

Box 2, Folder 13

50th Wedding Anniversary Proclamation for Bill and
Pauline Kadushin, 1971

Box 2, Folder 14

Horace Mann School Class of 1937, Photo by
Sterling Art Studios, Gary, Ind.

Panoramic Photos:
Folder 1

Harry Nelson, 1967 and 1980 Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 23

Billy Nelson Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 24

Larry Nelson Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 25

Honorary Dinners Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 26

Children Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 27

Given’s Family Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 28

Harry and Frances Nelson’s 25 Anniversary, 1966 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 1

Images of Harry and Frances Nelson Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 2

Goldhar Family, 1985 and 1991 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 3

Extended Family Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 4

Photos of People, 1994 and 1995 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 5

Jack and Rose Nelson’s 30th Anniversary Party , 21
October 1979

Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 6

Birthday Party for Frances, 11 November 1979 (1 of
3)

Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 7

Birthday Party for Frances, 11 November 1979 (2 of
3)

Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 8

Birthday Party for Frances, 11 November 1979 (3 of
3)

Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 9



The Harry Nelson Chapel, Congregation Beth Israel,
August 1991

Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 10

Miscellaneous Images, 1991 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 11

Series 3: Travel Plans and Photographs

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Travel Itineraries and related materials Box 2, Folder 15

Map of the Great Smokey Moutains State Park OM 478, Folder 2

Wyoming and Mt. Rushmore,[September 1946] Photographs:
Box 3, Folder 22

Israel vacation [1973] (1 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 12

Israel vacation [1973] (2 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 13

Israel vacation [1973] (3 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 14

Israel vacation [1973] (4 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 15

Israel vacation [1973] (5 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 16

Israel vacation [1973] (6 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 17

Israel vacation [1973] (7 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 18

Israel vacation [1973] (8 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 19

Israel vacation [1973] (9 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 20

Israel vacation [1973] (10 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 21

Israel vacation [1973] (11 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 22

Israel vacation [1973] (12 of 12) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 23

Vacation [Israel 1973] (1 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 24  



Vacation [Israel 1973] (2 of 2) Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 25

Scottsdale, AZ, January 1980 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 26

Canada Vacation, July 1980 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 27  

Fountain City, AZ, January 1981 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 28  

Carlsbad Caverns, March 1981 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 29

Tuscon, AZ, January 1982 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 30

Stou[f]ville, Canada-Goldhar Farm, 1985 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 31  

Vacation, 1985 Color Photographs:
Box 2, Folder 32

Series 4: Newsletters

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Newsletters from other congregations, 2007 Box 2, Folder 16

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M0980).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://opac.indianahistory.org/
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