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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The Indiana Historical Society awarded the Indiana Broadcasters Pioneers Foundation, Inc., of Carmel, Indiana, a Clio
grant in the amount of $25,000 on 17 August 1994. The grant project was named the Indiana Broadcasters Pioneers
Foundation, Inc., Oral History Project. Stephen L. Ingram of the Indiana Broadcasters Pioneers Foundation was the
project manager and Linda Weintraut and Jane R. Nolan, public historians from the Indianapolis area, were the
project's primary researchers.

The purpose of the grant was to assist with interviews of Indiana's early broadcasters and with the preparation of a
book-length manuscript on the state's broadcast pioneers. The interviews were conducted between 1994 and 1997, and
the book was published as "In the Public Interest™: Oral Histories of Hoosier Broadcasters, compiled and edited by
Linda Weintraut and Jane R. Nolan, with John Warner as assistant editor (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society,
1999). The book contains edited excerpts from the interviews; the collection contains the taped interviews and
transcriptions in their entirety.

Sources:
Information in the collection.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection contains the tapes and transcripts of 26 Indiana pioneer broadcasters, covering topics in Hoosier
broadcasting from 1926 to the mid-1990s. It includes 86 audiotapes and 25 transcribed interviews and release forms.

The occupations of the people interviewed ranged from on-the-air personalities to engineers and station owners and
managers. At the time of the interviews, they ranged from 46 to 87 years old. Topics include individual radio and
television stations, the impact of technology on broadcasting, the concept of the public interest, and the impact of
federal regulation. The interviewees were Charles Blake; Barbara Boyd; Amos Brown; Howard Caldwell; Tom
Carnegie; Reid Chapman; John Dille 111; Bettie Engelbrecht; Richard Fairbanks; William Fall; William Fall, John
Glade, and Bob Woerner (interviewed together); Hilliard Gates; Marthabel Geisler; Ann Wagner Harper; Howard



"Tommy" Longsworth; Robert McConnell; Don Martin; Harry Martin; Jack Morrow; Bazil O'Hagan; Jim Phillipe;

Robert Sievers; E. Berry Smith; Jeff Smulyan; and Lester Spencer.

CONTENTS
Interview tapes and transcripts
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Richard Fairbanks (tape, 22 July 1994)
Richard Fairbanks (tape, 26 July 1994)
Richard Fairbanks (tape, 2 August 1994)
Richard Fairbanks (transcript)

William Fall 4 (tape, March 1997)
William Fall (transcript)

William Fall, John Glade, and Bob Woerner (tapes, 4 March
1997)

William Fall, John Glade, and Bob Woerner (transcript)
Hilliard Gates (tapes, 3 November 1994)

Hilliard Gates (tapes, 10 November 1994)

Hilliard Gates (transcript)

Marthabel Geisler (tape, 25 June 1997)

Marthabel Geisler (transcript)

Ann Wagner Harper (tapes, 26 April 1995)

Ann Wagner Harper (tapes, 3 May 1995)

Ann Wagner Harper (transcript)

Howard "Tommy" Longsworth (tapes, 1 March 1994)
Howard "Tommy" Longsworth (tapes, 25 March 1994)
Howard "Tommy" Longsworth (transcript)

Robert McConnell (tapes, 20 August 1996)

Robert McConnell (tapes, 28 August 1996)

Robert McConnell (transcript)

Don Martin (tapes, 27 June 1996)

Don Martin (tapes, 11 July 1996)

Don Martin (transcript)

Harry Martin (tapes, 5 July 1996)

Harry Martin (transcript)

CT 0843-0844
CT 0845

CT 0846

CT 0847

Box 1, Folder 9
CT 0848

Box 1, Folder 10

CT 0849-0850

Box 1, Folder 11
CT 0851-0853
CT 0854-0855
Box 1, Folder 12
CT 0856

Box 1, Folder 13
CT 0857-0858
CT 0859-0860
Box 1, Folder14
CT 0861-0863
CT 0864-0866
Box 2, Folder 1
CT 0867-0868
CT 0869-0870
Box 2, Folder 2
CT 08710872
CT 0873-0874
Box 2, Folder 3
CT 0875-0877

Box 2, Folder 4



Jack Morrow (tapes, 25 March 1995)
Jack Morrow (tapes, 15 April 1994)
Jack Morrow (transcript)

Bazil O'Hagan (tapes, 26 November 1996)
Bazil O'Hagan (transcript)

Jim Phillipe (tapes, 24 April 1995)

Jim Phillipe (tapes, 20 July 1995)

Jim Phillipe (transcript)

Robert Sievers (tapes, 28 February 1995)
Robert Sievers (transcript)

E. Berry Smith (tapes, 25 January 1996)
E. Berry Smith (tapes, 25 March 1996)
E. Berry Smith (transcript)

Jeff Smulyan (tapes, 30 January 1997)
Jeff Smulyan (tape, 5 February 1997)
Jeff Smulyan (transcript)

Lester Spencer (tapes, 2 February 1995)
Lester Spencer (tape, 6 February 1995)
Lester Spencer (transcript)

CATALOGING INFORMATION

CT 0878-0879
CT 0880-0881
Box 2, Folder 5
CT 0882-0883
Box 2, Folder 6
CT 0884-0885
CT 0886-0888
Box 2, Folder 7
CT 0889-0891
Box 2, Folder 8
CT 0892-0893
CT 0894-0895
Box 2, Folder 9
CT 0896-0897
CT 0898

Box 2, Folder 10
CT 0899-0900
CT 0901

Box 2, Folder 11

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://157.91.92.2/
2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0744).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record” screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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