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COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF 
COLLECTION:

5 boxes, 5 bound volumes, 7 reels microfilm

COLLECTION 
DATES:

Inclusive, 1842–1930; bulk, 1851–1911

http://www.indianahistory.org/


PROVENANCE: Miss Lena Schramm, 1954; Mr. Richard Vonnegut, 1977; Ms.
Julie Simonton, 1978

RESTRICTIONS: None

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.

ALTERNATE 
FORMATS:

Microfilm of diaries and other items in the collection

RELATED 
HOLDINGS:

The Schramm Letters, translation edited by Emma Vonnegut (F
526 .s34, 1975); Briefe Eines Deutschen Aus Nord-Amerika
(1837)

ACCESSION 
NUMBER:

There are 9 accession numbers for the collection, main numbers
are 1954.0003, 1978.1202, and 1985.0210

NOTES:  

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Jacob Schramm (1805–80) was a Bavarian (German) immigrant who came to the United States in 1835 and settled on
a farm in Sugar Creek Township, Hancock County in 1836.  His son, Wilhelm August Schramm (1840–1909)
operated the family's farms and was also an agent for the Home Mutual Fire Insurance Company in Hancock and
Marion counties.

Sources: Pumroy, Eric and Paul Brockman.  A Guide to Manuscript Collections of the Indiana Historical Society and
Indiana State Library.  Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1986.  p. 160.  Z1281 .P85 1986.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection is principally composed of August Schramm's seventy-eight diaries covering the period 1851–1908. 
The diaries contain extensive descriptions of Schramm's daily life, including information about his family, farming,
social life, travel, politics, business conditions, and the German community in central Indiana.  The volumes from
1851–58 are in German; the remaining volumes are in English. 

Also included are four cashbooks in German (1859–1911) for the farms of August Schramm and his brother, Gustave;
a writing book in German kept by August's sister, Anna (1845); a small amount of correspondence (1842; 1852–1902);
a draft of "An Account of the Journey of Jacob Schramm," translated by Emma Vonnegut (1930); and The Life of
Jacob Schramm, handwritten in German by August Schramm (1905) with an English translation.

SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Anna Schramm's Schreibenbuch

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Schreibenbuch für Anna Nanette Schramm, Jan.
1845; Diaries, 24 Jan.–4 June 1851

Box 1, Folder 1



Schreibenbuch für Anna Nanette Schramm, Jan.
1845; Diaries, 24 Jan.–4 June 1851 (microfilm)

F 0286

Series 2: Diaries

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Diaries, 4 June–7 Oct. 1851 ; 4 Sept. 1851–25 July
1852

Box 1, Folder 2

Diaries, 26 July 1852–1 Feb. 1854 Box 1, Folder 3

Diaries, 5 Feb. 1854–20 Apr, 1855 Box 1, Folder 4

Diaries, 21 Apr.1855–6 Nov. 1856 Box 1, Folder 5

Diaries, 7 Nov. 1856–8 Mar.1858 Box 1, Folder 6

Diaries, 9 Mar.1858–15 May 1859 Box 1, Folder 7

Microfilm of Diaries, Jan. 1851–Mar. 1858 F 0286

Diaries, 16 May 1859–5 Apr.1860 Box 1, Folder 8

Diaries, 6 Apr.1860–29 Apr. 1861 Box 1, Folder 9

Diaries, 30 Apr.–23 Oct. 1861 Box 1, Folder 10

Diaries, 24 Oct. 1861–27 Sept. 1862 Box 1, Folder 11

Diaries, 28 Sept. 1862–27 Oct. 1863 Box 1, Folder 12

Diaries, 28 Oct. 1863–29 Dec. 1864 Box 2, Folder 1

Diaries, 30 Dec. 1864–1 May 1866 Box 2, Folder 2

Diaries, 12 May 1866–18 July 1867 Box 2, Folder 3

Microfilm of Diaries, Mar. 1858–May 1866 F 0287

Diaries, 20 July 1867–17 Sept. 1868 Box 2, Folder 4

Diaries, 18 Sept. 1868–4 Aug. 1869 Box 2, Folder 5

Diaries, 7 Aug. 1869–16 Oct. 1870 Box 2, Folder 6

Diaries, 17 Oct. 1870–11 Jan. 1872 Box 2, Folder 7

Diaries, 12 Jan. 1872–13 May 1873 Box 2, Folder 8

Diaries, 14 May 1873–15 Aug. 1874 Box 2, Folder 9

Diaries, 16 Aug. 1874–27 Dec. 1875 Box 2, Folder 10

Diaries, 28 Dec. 1875–19 June 1877 Box 2, Folder 11



Microfilm of Diaries, May 1866–Apr. 1875 F 0288

Diaries, 20 June 1877–12 Dec. 1878 Box 2, Folder 12

Diaries, 13 Dec. 1878–28 Apr. 1880 Box 3, Folder 1

Diaries, 29 Apr. 1880–24 Jan. 1882 Box 3, Folder 2

Diaries, 25 Jan. 1882–6 Oct. 1883 Box 3, Folder 3

Diaries, 7 Oct. 1883–22 June 1885 Box 3, Folder 4

Diaries, 23 June 1885–16 Nov. 1887 Box 3, Folder 5

Diaries, 19 Nov. 1887–3 Apr. 1889 Box 3, Folder 6

Diaries, 4 Apr. 1889–18 Oct. 1890 Box 3, Folder 7

Microfilm of Diaries, May 1875–Apr. 1889 F 0289

Diaries, 19 Oct. 1890–20 May 1892 Box 3, Folder 8

Diaries, 23 May 1892–15 Jan. 1894 Box 3, Folder 9

Diaries, 16 Jan. 1894–10 Aug. 1895 Box 3, Folder 10

Diaries, 11 August 1895–12 May 1897 Box 4, Folder 1

Diaries, 13 May 1897–17 Jan. 1899 Box 4, Folder 2

Diaries, 18 Jan. 1899–23 Jan. 1901 Box 4, Folder3

Diaries, 24 Jan. 1901–31 Dec. 1902 Box 4, Folder4

Microfilm of Diaries, Apr. 1889–Jan. 1901 F 0290

Diaries, 2 Dec. 1902–28 Dec. 1904 Box 4, Folder 5

Diaries, 29 Dec. 1904–19 Nov. 1906 Box 4, Folder 6

Diaries, 20 Nov. 1906–7 Feb. 1908 Box 4, Folder 7

Microfilm of Diaries, Jan. 1901–Feb. 1908 F 0291

Series 3: Family Papers and Biographical Items

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Letter to Karl Zimmerman (photocopy) 20 June
1842

Box 4, Folder 8

Papers, 1852–89 Box 4, Folder 9

Papers, 1890–1902 Box 4, Folder 10

"An Account of the Journey of Jacob Schramm to Box 4, Folder 11



America in the Year 1835 Together with his
Experiences Upon his Arrival in Indiana," translated
by Emma Vonnegut (1930)

Life of Jacob Schramm by August Schramm, his
son, 1905 (original)

Box 5, Folder 1

Life of Jacob Schramm by August Schramm, his
son, 1905 (German)

F 0292

Photocopy of Life of Jacob Schramm (German) Box 5, Folder 2

Photocopy of typed copy of Life of Jacob Schramm Box 5, Folder 3

Life of Jacob Schramm (English translation) BV 1736

Series 4: Cash Books

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Schramm Farm Cash Books, 1859–78 BV 1737

Schramm Farm Cash Books, 1879–90 BV 1738

Schramm Farm Cash Books, 1891–98 BV 2107

Schramm Farm Cash Books, 1899–1911 BV 2108

Schramm Farm Cash Books, microfilm F 0291

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://157.91.92.2/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0248).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

 

http://157.91.92.2/
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