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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Lewis Bennett Raper was born in Indianapolis on February 8, 1887. He enlisted in the Navy in 1903. During his time
in the Navy he served on board the USS Kentucky, the USS Agamemnon, and the USS Stansbury. He was stationed in
Indianapolis, Birmingham, and Tacoma among other places. On July 22, 1922 he transferred from active duty to the
Navy Reserves. At that time he was a Chief Gunner’s Mate.

Sources:
Information obtained from the collection materials.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains two folders. In the first folder is the scrapbook that was kept by Lewis Bennett Raper. The
second folder has loose materials from that scrapbook.

In the scrapbook are a number of clippings from different newspapers about Navy life, ships, recreation within the
Navy, and World War I. Also, the scrapbook contains a number of programs and photographs that show some pieces
of what life in the Navy would be like and what opportunities were available. Some of these materials were programs
for performances, menus, schedules of programs, and a copy of the Kentucky Budget which was a small newsletter for
the sailors.

Another important part of the contents is the certificate of transfer from being an active sailor to being part of the Navy
Reserves. This document contains quite a bit of information about Mr. Raper’s military career.

CONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Lewis B. Raper Scrapbook, ca. 1902-1922 Folder 1

Loose materials from the Lewis Raper scrapbook Folder 2



CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC2864).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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