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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Asa E. Sample

Asa E. Sample was born on 20 April 1840 in Knightstown, Indiana.  On 30 October 1862 Sample was mustered into the
Union Army where he was ranked corporal in Company E of the 54th Infantry Regiment, Indiana.  The 54th Infantry
Regiment was organized in October, mustered into service for one year in November, and left Indianapolis, Indiana,
for Memphis, Tennessee, in December.  The regiment served under Colonel John DeCourcey’s Brigade of General
George W. Morgan’s Division of the Thirteenth Army Corps.  The 54th Infantry Regiment participated in the
campaign on Vicksburg and the capture of Jackson, Mississippi.  While serving in the Union Army, Sample was
promoted in rank to sergeant.  Sample was mustered out along with the rest of the 54th Infantry Regiment in New
Orleans, Louisiana, on 8 December 1863.

After returning to Knightstown, Sample married Sarah Anne Kitley on 19 October 1865.  Sample in later years became
an active member of the Jerry B. Mason Post No. 168, G.A.R., Knightsown, where he served in a number of official
posts sometime between 1883 and 1905.  Also, Sample is listed as one of the original stockholders in the Citizens’
State Bank of Knightstown.

Asa Sample died in Knightstown, Indiana, on 5 September 1910.

James N. Sample

James N. Sample was born sometime around 1842.  He enlisted and served with his brother, Asa E. Sample, in the 54th

Infantry Regiment, Company E.  He was mustered into service as a private on 30 October 1862 in Indianapolis,
Indiana, and was mustered out of service in New Orleans, Louisiana, on 8 December 1863.  No other information was
located on James N. Sample.

Sources:

Hazzard, George, Hazzard’s History of Henry County, Indiana, 1822-1906, G. Hazzard, New Castle, Indiana, 1906, pp.
317-322, 648-653, 824, and 1082-1083.

Terrell, W.H.H., Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana, Volume V, 1861-1865, Samuel M. Douglass,
State Printer, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1866, pp. 610-611.



Genealogical information compiled by William S. Zoller.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of the Civil War diaries of Asa E. Sample.  They deal with his involvement as an enlisted man
with the 54th Infanty Regiment, Company E.  Volumes one through three are the original diaries kept by Sample
between 9 December 1862 and 22 December 1863.  There is also a photocopied embellished version of the diaries
transcribed by Asa Sample and finished by James Sample in 1912 after Asa’s death.  The embellished version is only
available as a photocopy of the original transcription, which was not donated at the time the other materials were in
1962, and which could not be located in the year 2000.

The collection is also available on microfilm as F 1353.

SERIES CONTENTS

Series 1: Asa E. Sample Civil War Diaries, 1862-1912

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Volume 1, 9 December 1862-14 July 1863 Box 1, Folder 1

Volume 3, 27 October 1863-22 December 1863 Box 1, Folder 1

Volume 2, 14 July 1863-25 October 1863 Box 1, Folder 2

October-25 December 1862 (photocopies of the embellished
version of  volumes 1 and 2)

Box 1, Folder 3

26 December 1862-23 January 1863 (photocopies of
original)

Box 1, Folder 4

25 January 1863-30 April 1863 (photocopies of original) Box 1, Folder 5

1 May 1863-15 June 1863 (photocopies of original) Box 1, Folder 6

16 June-14 August 1863 (photocopies of original) Box 1, Folder 7

15 August 1863-22 March 1912 (photocopies of original) Box 1, Folder 7

Microfilm of entire collection F 1353

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://157.91.92.2/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC 1306).

http://157.91.92.2/


5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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