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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Townsend Ryan (1813-1879) was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. In early manhood he moved to Hamilton, Ohio.
After sustaining reverses in the Panic of 1837, he decided to study medicine, and did so first at Ohio Medical College
and then at Jefferson Medical College in Philadelphia.

He began to practice in Lewisville, Henry County, Indiana, then in 1843 moved to Anderson. In addition to being a
physician, he is listed as a merchant, as a river trader, as promoter of the Bellefontaine Railroad and of the Richmond,
New Castle, and Logansport Railroad, and as owner of a shoe store.

During the Mexican War, Ryan was a first Lieutenant in the 52nd Indiana Regiment. A Democrat, he served a term in
the Indiana General Assembly in 1848-1849, and was owner of the Anderson Weekly Democrat in 1849. In the same
year he was vice president of the Indiana Medical Society, which he had been active in founding.

On the outbreak of the Civil War, Ryan was made Colonel of the 34th Indiana Regiment. After serving a year, mainly
in Arkansas, he resigned in June 1862, having been accused by some of his fellow officers of improper financial
practices. He served in the same regiment, as a surgeon, from April to December 1863.

In 1874 Ryan was city councilman in Anderson.

He married Susan Wilson. One of their sons, Henry C. Ryan, also served in the Civil War and in the Indiana
legislature, and later was a prosecuting attorney and referee in bankruptcy.

Sources: Biographical Directory of Indiana General Assembly

Netterville, Centennial History of Madison County
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection, filling five folders, contains deeds, business papers, receipts, and military papers. It is arranged by
category, and chronologically within category.

Folder 1 contains a collection description and a calendar of some of the Civil War documents.

In Folder 2 are deeds and other business papers, dated 1836-1863 and mainly concerning Townsend Ryan.

Folder 3 contains papers concerning the charges made against Colonel Ryan in the spring of 1862. The substance of
the charges is that Ryan made a personal profit from forage and horses belonging to the Army, practicing subornation
and forgery in the process. There are defenses by Ryan and his supporters, including the claim that the whole affair has



been stirred up by Lt. Col. Cameron, whom Ryan charges with insubordination. Finally there are communications from
his superior, dismissing the whole affair as a "family fuss" that will be ironed out when the regiment sees more action.

In Folder 4 are other military papers unrelated to the charges; in Folder 5 are business papers dating 1865-1899,
concerning both Townsend Ryan (who died in 1879) and the estate of his wife, who died about 1893.

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://157.91.92.2/

2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3. Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC 1304).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://157.91.92.2/
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