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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

James L. Cathcart (b. 1841) was the son of Charles W. and Josephine Cathcart, early settlers in LaPorte County,
Indiana. Educated in common schools in Westville, Cathcart served as a lieutenant in the 99th Indiana Infantry during
the Civil War. He married Emeline Histon and had two children. He farmed and raised stock.

Source: History of LaPorte County (1880), p 789

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection consists of a letter addressed to "Friend Naylor" from James L. Cathcart of Westville, LaPorte County,
Indiana, dated 4 August 1869. Naylor may have lived in Vigo County, since the letter was found in a Vigo County
ledger.

Cathcart mentions a recent solar eclipse which caused chickens to go to roost, and discourses upon the effect of rainy
weather upon farming. He mentions two young ladies of the Allen family, and notes that Westville now has a brass
band and is about to have a string band.

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, SC 0183).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record"” screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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