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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Lustron homes were designed to be affordable, maintenance-free housing.  They were developed by Carl Strandlund in
1946.  Strandlund had originally been seeking large quantities of steel to build gas stations for Standard Oil of Indiana. 
Due to the World War, there were still restrictions on the use of steel, but one of the available uses for steel at the time
was housing.  Strandlund decided to use the steel panels originally designed for gas stations as a way to build homes. 
He traveled to Washington, D.C. to secure loans and materials for the company, promising to build a hundred houses a
day.  Congress jumped at the opportunity to meet the housing needs associated with the end of the war, and they
loaned over $15 million to Strandlund and his business.  That same month, June 1947, Strandlund became the
controlling stockholder of Lustron Corporation.  However, costs quickly soared and the initial retail price for a Lustron
home, $7,000, soon rose to over $11,000.  It also took longer than the anticipated 150 man hours to erect, taking almost
350 hours.  Over time, with the experience gained, workers were able to put up the homes in about 200 hours. 
Unfortunately by 1949, Lustron was losing $1.5 million a month, and the government ordered foreclosure in February
1950.
Although the Lustron Corporation is a thing of the past, Lustron homes have lived up to their promise of being nearly
maintenance-free.  The paint was baked into the enamel tiles on the exterior walls and therefore never need to be
repainted.  The shingles were also made of steel and almost all Lustron homes that are still standing have their original
roof.  Although comparatively small at 1,000 square feet, the architects took extreme measures in saving space.  Book
shelves were built into the walls, interior doors would roll into the walls, and the dish washer doubled as a washing
machine.  The common complaint about the Lustron home was the design of the furnace.  It was built into the ceiling
so that the heat would radiate down into the room.  But, since heat rises, the heat never reached the rest of the room
and the floors were unbearably cold.  Many of the heating systems had to be modified.
In two years there were 2,498 homes produced by Lustron, and 159 of those were built in Indiana.
 
Sources:
Nabors, Jean. ""A New Standard for Living" The Lustron Home." Traces of Indiana and Midwestern History Fall
1997: 30-37.
Thornton, Rosemary. "Lustron Homes: Part 1 and 3." Old House Web. 28 July 2008



<http://http://www.oldhouseweb.com/stories/detailed/12270.shtml>.
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection includes 300 color snapshots of 123 Lustron houses located in Indiana.  The photographs were taken by
the donor around the year 2000 and document the location and the condition of the houses at that time.  He recorded
identifying information on the verso of each photograph.

The photographs are stored in one shoebox size box. They are organized in the collection guide alphabetically by city.
They are then stored by the county name.  This gives researchers the option of searching the collection guide for
houses in a particular county or city.

Extra information in the collection guide includes: some homeowner’s names that were provided at the time the
pictures were taken, these are included in parenthesis; some interior photographs and those are identified; the two
Lustron houses in Indiana that are on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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