
Collection #
P 0083
 

 

WILLIAM PAUL LAKE
COLLECTION, 1936–1938

 

Collection Information

Historical/Biographical Sketch

Scope and Content Note

Contents

Cataloging Information

 

 

 

Processed by

Laurie Randall and Dorothy A. Nicholson 
24 April 2008

Manuscript and Visual Collections Department
William Henry Smith Memorial Library

Indiana Historical Society
450 West Ohio Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202-3269

www.indianahistory.org

 

COLLECTION INFORMATION

VOLUME OF 
COLLECTION:

2 folders of photographs, 1 panoramic photograph

COLLECTION 
DATES:

1936–1938

PROVENANCE: June Lake, Santa Ana, California, 1982
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RESTRICTIONS: None

COPYRIGHT:  

REPRODUCTION 
RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.
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ACCESSION 
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1982.1012

NOTES:  

HISTORICAL/BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

International Harvester (now Navistar International Corporation), founded in 1902 following the invention and early
development of the motorized industry, began manufacturing and distributing trucks in the early years of the 20th

century. The company built a plant devoted to the construction of truck engines on West Washington Street in
Indianapolis between 1936 and 1938.

William Paul Lake (12/3/1900–08/01/1982) was the Superintendent of Construction for the J. L. Simmons Company
on International Harvester Plant projects, both at Indianapolis and La Porte, Indiana. He was born in Fancy Prairie,
Illinois and graduated from the University of Illinois at Champaign as an engineer.  In his later career he spent many
years with the Engineering Department of San Diego in California. Mr. Lake collected the photographs in this
collection while he was the Superintendent of Construction here in Indianapolis during the International Harvester
building project on West Washington Street.  

Sources:
Materials in the collection and accession files.
Encyclopedia of Indianapolis. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994. 
Reference Room Collection: F534.I55 E4 1994

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection contains 28 photographs that document the construction of the International Harvester factory at 1065
West Washington Street in Indianapolis. The images are mostly exterior views of some of the plant’s multiple
buildings during and after construction. One image is a panoramic Cirkut photograph of the construction site viewed
from West Washington Street. The construction took place between 1936 and 1938 when William Paul Lake was
Superintendent of Construction for the J. L. Simmons Company, contractors on this project.

The photographs are stored in chronological order. Captions taken from each photograph are described in the Contents
section of the collection guide in quotation marks. The photographs are stored with other collections in one full-size
document case, and one Cirkut photograph is stored separately with the panoramic photographs in hanging storage.
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CONTENTS CONTAINER
“Looking North from Building #2, Oct 30, 1936”

“Looking South from Building #2, Oct 30, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North from Building #2, Nov 6, 1936”

“Looking North, Nov 6, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North Between Buildings #33 & #39, 
Nov 7, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking South From Building #2, Nov 10, 1936”

Looking South from Building #2, Nov 10, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North, Nov 13, 1936”

“Looking North Between Buildings #39 & #33,
Nov 13, 1936”

“Looking North from Building #2, Nov 13, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North between Buildings #33 & #39, Nov
20, 1936”

“Looking North, Nov 20, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North between #33 & #39, Nov 27, 1936”

“Looking North, Nov 27, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 1

“Looking North between #33 & #39, Dec 4, 1936”

“Looking North, Dec 4, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 2

“Looking North between #33 & #39, Dec 11, 1936”

“Looking North, Dec. 11, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 2

“Building #97 Looking Northeast, Dec 21, 1936”

“Building #99 Looking Southeast, Dec 21, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 2

“Looking South between #33 & #39, Dec 22, 1936”

“Building #93 Looking Southeast, Dec 22, 1936”

Photographs:
Folder 2

[Building # 97] “Jan 5, 1937” Photographs:
Folder 2

[Building # 99] “Jan 6, 1937”

“Looking Southeast from Building #9, Jan 6, 1937”

Photographs:
Folder 2



[Interior view looking up through skylights on roof,
n.d.]

“75 Acre Site of the New Indianapolis Works
International Harvester Company Local Branch at
1065 W. Washington Street. Bldgs. No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,
6, 7, 9. April 15, 1938”
“Mid West Construction Co. Contractors, Chicago”
[panoramic view of completed buildings]

Bass Photo: #228248
Size: 8 x 39 inches

Panoramic Photographs:
Folder 1

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, P0083).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://opac.indianahistory.org/

	Local Disk
	WILLIAM PAUL LAKE COLLECTION, 1936-1938


