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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Floyd County was organized in 1819 and was probably named for Davis Floyd who was a member of the Territorial
Legislature and later a judge in Indiana and Florida. However, some historians believe the county to be named for
John Floyd who was an outstanding Indian fighter. New Albany, the county seat of Floyd County, is located on the
Ohio River in the southeastern region of Indiana. It was first laid out in July 1813 by brothers Joel, Abner, and
Nathaniel Scribner who named it New Albany in honor of Albany, New York, which had been their former home. In
1850, New Albany was the largest city in Indiana.

Due to its closeness to the Ohio River and coal fields of southern Indiana, New Albany was a very important city for
industrial development. The Kentucky-Indiana Bridge connecting New Albany and Louisville was another key factor.
Steamboat building, glass manufacturing, and plywood and veneer plants were some of the most important products
manufactured there. In 1920, for example, New Albany produced more plywood than any other community in the
world.

At the turn of the twentieth century, there were around twenty churches, twelve school buildings, eight movie houses, a
public library, and fifty social organizations active in New Albany. One of the schools, the De Pauw College for
Young Ladies had been formed from the Asbury Female College in 1867. It was named for Washington Charles De
Pauw who had contributed financially to get the city of New Albany off and running. The college lasted until around
the year 1900. It was about this time also that New Albany saw its population fall from 21,059 to 20,628. While it
had always been an important manufacturing center, the discovery of natural gas in north central Indiana caused many
residents of the city to move northward for new jobs.

New Albany has dealt with severe flooding during the years of 1883, 1884, and 1913. In 1917, a tornado caused major
problems for the city.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection contains 39 photographs printed on 10 contact sheets. The photographs show residences, street scenes,
railway lines, DePauw College, and the interior and exterior of the New Albany Hosiery Mills in New Albany, Indiana
between ca. 1880 and ca. 1900.

The contact prints have been numbered 1-10 with three to four images on each print. On the verso of the contact
sheets the images are described with a copy negative number for each image listed. The descriptions with their copy
negative numbers have been transcribed in the Contents section of the collection guide.

Many of the original images were taken by C. Heimberger & Son Photographers of New Albany. The photographs
were copied by the Indiana Historical Society in 1980 from items loaned by Earl G. Hedden of New Albany, Indiana.
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Terminal R.R. Bridge in New Albany, erected 1881, Photograph 1,
replaced 1913, Neg. # C507 Folder 1

Corydon Pike Silver Hill Knobs, Neg. # C508

DePauw College, E. 9 and Main Sts., Neg.#C509

Evansville Tunnel for the New Albany, Corydon &
Evansville R.R., 4 miles west of New Albany,

Neg.# C510
Capt. Conner, Ben Jackson, Dewey Heights Photograph 2,
residence in New Albany, Neg. # C511 Folder 1

Dr. John Sloan residence, E. 6th st & Main, New
Albany Neg. #C512

th



Borden Home, 9 & EIm, New Albany, Neg. #
C513

Unidentified residence, New Albany, Neg. # C514
The Paulsen Band marching in downtown New Photograph 3,
Albany in 1903, Neg. #C515 Folder 1

Women driving automobile, New Albany, Neg.
#C516

The Bradley House, 9" and Market, New Albany, C.
Heimberger and Son, photographers, Neg. #C517

The Corner of State and Market Streets, New
Albany, C. Heimberger and Son, Photographers,

Neg. # C518
[Peter R. Stoy household] W. 3™ & market, New Photograph 4,
Albany, Neg. # 519 Folder 1

Ist State Bank, 1837, New Albany, Neg. # C520

[Bela Kent home, E. 10t and Main], New Albany,
Neg. #C521

McCord Home, 12 and Main, New Albany, Neg.
#C522 & C534

10" and Main residence, New Albany, Neg. #C523 Eh?(;nglaph 5,
older

Unidentified residence, New Albany, Neg. #C524

Culbertson’s Home for Elderly Women, E. 7" &
Main, Neg. #525

Unidentified residence, Neg. #526

New Albany Hosiery Mill interior, Neg. #C539 Photograph 6,
Folder 1

Pearl Street, C. Heimberger and Son, Photographers,

Neg. # C528

The State Street Station, Neg. # C530

“Footers”,New Albany Hosiery Mills interior view, Photograph 7,

C. Heimberger & Son, Photographers, Neg. # C527 Folder 1

Pearl Street, C. Heimberger and Son, Photographers,
Neg. # C528



New Albany Hosiery Mills exterior view, C.
Heimberger & Son, Photographers, Neg. # C529

The State Street Station on the Louisville, Evansville
& St. Louis RR in New Albany, C. Heimberger &
Son, Photographers, Neg. #C530,

[Jesse Brown Household, First VP of the 15 Photograph 8,
National Bank, New Albany Neg. # C531 Folder 1

Borden Household, 9" & Elm, New Albany, Neg. #
C5h32

[E. Main St between 9™ and 10" ] Neg. # C533

McCord Home, 12 & Main, New Albany, Neg. #

C534 & C522
[The Howk Household], E. 61" & Main, New Photograph 9,
Albany, Neg. # C535 Folder 1

Capt Conner, Ben Jackson, Dewey Heights,
residence New Albany, Neg. # C536 & C511

Unidentified residence at E. Main St. between 12t
& 131 Neg. # C537

Unidentified residence, Neg. # C538 & C526

Scribner House, built in 1814, Oldest house in New Photograph 10,
Albany, Neg. # C540 Folder 1

Unidentified residence, Neg. # C541

Office of the New Albany Hosiery Mills on the
corner of State and Main Streets, circa 1880, Neg. #
Cb542

Culbertson Home for Elderly Women, New Albany,
Neg. # C543
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For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://opac.indianahistory.org/
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related materials.
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