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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The Presidential election of 1860 featured four candidates:  Stephen A. Douglas and John C. Breckinridge under the
Democrat Party (Douglas for the North and Breckinridge the South), John C. Bell of the Constitutional Union Party
(the party derived from the Whig Party), and Abraham Lincoln from the Republican Party.  The election was heavily
split between Northern and Southern values, most of which centered on the issue of slavery.  And despite only
receiving 39% of the popular vote, Abraham Lincoln won 180 electoral votes from the more densely populated north
to win the election.  Stephen Douglas was second in the popular vote at 29.5%, but was only able to accumulate 12
electoral votes.  Southern Democrat John Breckinridge came in second with 72 electoral votes.  The state of Indiana
cast its 13 electoral votes in favor of Lincoln, who had slightly over 51% of the state’s vote.  A year after the election,
South Carolina among other southern states seceded from the Union, and the start of the Civil War soon followed. 

Sources:
TheFreeDictionary.com. U.S. Presidential Election, 1860. Huntington Valley, PA:  Farlex, Inc. 
www.encyclopedia.thefreedictionary.com.  6/13/2007. 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection contains a poll book and election return for Carroll County, Indiana for the 1860 Presidential election. 
The records, which are two documents of the tallied votes for each elector, contain all 247 voters by name at the Rock
Creek Township Schoolhouse.  The Democrat electors received 130 votes, while the Republican electors received 117
votes.  The records do not indicate which candidates the voters voted for in the election. 
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County, Indiana

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, OM 0448).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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