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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Even though 1852 was the final election in which a Whig party member ran, they still held their own by capturing
43.9% of the vote. This was not good enough to top the winner however. Franklin Pierce of the Democratic Party
won the election with 50.7% of the vote, and a landslide victory of 254 electoral votes. One of the main issues in this
election was the Compromise of 1850, and that is what won the election for the Democrats.

The poll documents themselves do not actually list Franklin Pierce, Winfield Scott, or the Free-Soil Democratic Party
candidate, John Parker Hale. Instead, they list the electors that will apply their votes to each of the candidates for the
high office of president. This is all part of the Electoral College system. Instead of voting directly for the presidential
nominee, a vote is cast for the elector that will apply their vote to the candidate. This system has been in place since
the Constitutional Convention of 1787. Although the Electoral College was not the first choice for many of the
founding fathers, it was the second and most acceptable choice for the majority. It is, however, an imperfect system
and in the past some electors have cast their votes for the opposite candidate. It remains the system that the United
States utilizes in its presidential elections anyway.

Sources:

Binning, William C., Larry E. Esterly and Paul A. Sracic. Encyclopedia of American
Parties, Campaigns, and Elections. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1999.

Maisel, L. Sandy, ed. Political Parties and Elections in the United States: An Encyclopedia. New York: Garland
Publishing, Inc., 1991.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection contains polling documents for Carroll County for the 1852 presidential election. It includes
Tippecanoe township records and an overview of the county results.
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