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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

William Earl Wilson was born on 1 March 1896 in Scott County, Indiana. He was educated at Hanover College and
graduated in 1920, becoming a teacher and administrator. Wilson was elected Superintendent of Public Instruction and
served from 1959–1967. He also taught at Indiana University’s Southeastern Center. From 1967–1971 Wilson served
as the Director of Manuscripts Acquisitions at the Indiana Historical Society. He died in 1971.
 
Sources:
Information in the collection.
The Library of the Late William E. Wilson of Indianapolis, Indiana . . . [Pam Q: Z1207.W5 S6 1981, Indiana Historical
Society collection.]
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection consists primarily of research papers on Clark, Jefferson, and Scott counties in Indiana written by
students of William E. Wilson enrolled in his course entitled “Research in Education.” Along with county histories, the
reports contain pencil sketches of buildings, churches, schools, and businesses, as well as some suggested activities for
schoolteachers.

Folder 1 contains a paper written on Clark County’s earliest inhabitants, townships, and geological features.

Folder 2 contains the “Field Examiner’s Report of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.” William E. Wilson
served as the State Superintendent of Public Instruction in from 1959–1967, and this report outlines the results of the
examination of that particular office’s accounts from 1963–1966.

Folders 3–5 relate to Jefferson County and contain a paper (perhaps written by William E. Wilson) regarding the
county’s earliest inhabitants, pioneers, transportation, schools, newspapers, businesses, libraries, and the influence of
the Ohio River.



Folders 6–11 include student papers and sketches on the history of Scott County’s geology, towns, churches, schools,
libraries, agriculture, industry, and inhabitants.
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CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0934).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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