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HISTORICAL SKETCH

Between 1994 and 1996, as part of The Jewish Experience Oral History Project, eighteen Jewish men and women
whose families had emigrated from Europe during the early twentieth century were interviewed.  All eighteen settled in
the Michiana region, of South Bend and Mishawaka. The interviewees discussed how their families adjusted to their
new lives in the United States. 

The interviewees were:  Helen Birdsell, Frederick Baer, Harry Coffman, Reah Newman Cohen, Mildred Dalberg,
Florence Freman Fischgrund, Fannie Frank, Mildred Adler Frank, Alfred Fromm, Stanley Solomon Gilbert, Ann
Glaser, Antoinette Opperman, Mendel Piser, Leo Plotkin, Milton S. Ries, Kurt Simon, Elsye Vodnoy, and Bess
Welber.

The interviewers were Roger Birdsell, Executive Director of the Michiana Jewish Historical Society, Inc., as well as
Elsye Vodnoy, Howard Schrager, Shirley Morse, Joseph Rubin, Tom Zoss, Cookie Alpern, and Bab Waks.  

Sources:
Materials in the collection.
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection contains 18 oral history interview transcriptions and related papers (1994–1996). The Michiana Jewish
Historical Society sponsored the project.  The materials are arranged alphabetically.

 

CONTENTS



CONTENTS CONTAINER
Preface Materials: Memo, Clippings, Programs,
Michiana Jewish Historical Society Newsletter, 
1995–1996

Box 1, Folder 1

Helen Birdsell Interview Transcription and Michiana
Jewish Historical Society Oral History
Questionnaire, 29 Nov. 1994

Box 1, Folder 2

Frederick Baer Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 20 Sept. 1995

Box 1, Folder 3

Harry Coffman Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 25 Oct. 1995

Box 1, Folder 4

Reah Newman Cohen Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 28 Aug. 1995

Box 1, Folder 5

Mildred Dalberg Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 18 Oct. 1995

Box 1, Folder 6

Florence Freeman Fischgrund Interview
Transcription and Questionnaire, 6 Dec. 1995

Box 1, Folder 7

Fannie Frank Transcription and Questionnaire, 
28 Sept. 1995

Box 1, Folder 8

Mildred Adler Frank Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 29 March 1996

Box 1, Folder 9

Alfred Fromm Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 13 Dec. 1995

Box 1, Folder 10

Stanley S. Gilbert Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 13 Dec. 1994

Box 1, Folder 11

Ann Glaser Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 13 March 1996

Box 1, Folder 12

Antoinette Opperman Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 9 Dec. 1994

Box 1, Folder 13

Mendel Piser Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 15 Nov. 1995

Box 1, Folder 14

Leo Plotkin Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 14 Dec. 1995

Box 1, Folder 15

Milton S. Ries Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 2 Nov. 1995

Box 1, Folder 16

Kurt Simon Interview Transcription and
Questionnaire, 1 April 1996

Box 1, Folder 17

Elsye Vodnoy Interview Transcription and Box 1, Folder 18



Questionnaire, 1 March 1996

Bess Welber, Interview Transcription and 
Questionnaire, 14 Dec. 1995

Box 1, Folder 19

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select  "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0894).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.

http://opac.indianahistory.org/

	Local Disk
	THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE ORAL HISTORY PROJECT, 1994-1996


