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NOTES:  

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

In the spring of 1955 the Indianapolis chapter of the Civil War Round Table (ICWRT) was co-founded by Rudolf K.
Haerle, Harry Grube, and Alan Nolan. On 8 February 1955 a founder’s meeting was held where President, Vice-
President, and Secretary-Treasurer positions were elected, with the first regularly scheduled meeting set for 1 April. By
September there were 89 paid members, with attendance at the monthly meeting reaching 69.

In January of 1958 the first regular edition of the newsletter Hardtack appeared. During the next few years the group
continued to grow and reached 120 members by May 1960. Throughout the following years the first meeting of the
Indiana Civil War Centennial Commission was held, field trips to battlefields were taken, and summer encampments
were started.

Three awards were created for outstanding members of the ICWRT: the Colonel Howard H. Bates Memorial Award,
Robert C. Harman Memorial Award, and the General’s Cup Award. The Bates award was started in September 1962,
in the form of a book or other object pertaining to the Civil War, presented annually to a member to mark excellence
in either historical scholarship or administration of the ICWRT affairs. The Herman award was started in 1965, and
given to a member in recognition of outstanding service to the ICWRT. The General’s Cup Award was started in 1987
when it was presented to one of the co-founders of the organization, Rudolf Haerle. The following years it was
presented to the other co-founders.

Over the years programs were developed and given during meetings. They were designed to enlighten, entertain, and
inform members about a variety of subjects relating to the Civil War. Over half of the programs were prepared and
presented by ICWRT members, while others were given by authors, professional historians, and other round table
members. Programs covered topics including battles, raids and campaigns, individuals, units, and films and movies.

Sources:
Materials in collection.
 
 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE



This collection consists of papers from the first forty-five years of the Indianapolis Civil War Round Table. The papers
are arranged by subject, and then chronologically. Included in the collection are meeting announcements and minutes,
recruitment materials, histories of the group, and correspondence. There are booklets recounting battles and skirmishes
of the war, and brochures and schedules from the Third and Eighth Annual Midwest Civil War Round Table meetings,
which were held in Indianapolis. Plus there are copies of the newsletter Hardtack, from 1958 to 2000, and runs of
Lincoln Lore from 1957 to 1990, some artifacts, and photographs from local events. There are four folders that contain
discharge papers of a solider, letters from soldiers, indentured servant papers, and other correspondence from the
1860s.

CONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTAINER

Meeting Announcements, 1955–58 Box 1, Folder 1
Speakers, 1998–2000 Box 1, Folder 2

Recruitment materials, 1955–87 Box 1, Folder 3

Visitors and possible members, 1998–99 Box 1, Folder 4

Material for programs, 1959–88 Box 1, Folder 5

“Muster Rolls,” memberships lists, 1968–80 Box 1, Folder 6

Membership lists and miscellaneous papers, 1960–76 Box 1, Folder 7

Membership lists and miscellaneous papers, 1970–80 Box 1, Folder 8

Membership lists and miscellaneous papers, 1974–89 Box 1, Folder 9

Militia Enrollments and Volunteer Lists (transcripts),
1970

General Collection:
F532.M2 D38 1970

Rosters, 1982–2000 Box 1, Folder 10

Clippings, re: members, 1991–97 Box 1, Folder 11

Officers and Awards, 1982–92 Box 1, Folder 12

Officers, 1995–97 Box 1, Folder 13

Officers, 1993 Visual Collections:
Photographs,
Folder 1

Awards, 1983–90 Box 1, Folder 14

Proclamations, 1993 Box 1, Folder 15

Harmon and Bates Certificates, n.d. Box 1, Folder 16

Correspondence, 1969–81 Box 1, Folder 17

Correspondence, agendas, and articles, 1971–83 Box 1, Folder 18



Correspondence, 1989–96 Box 1, Folder 19

Correspondence, re: preservation, 1996–98 Box 1, Folder 20

Meeting minutes, typed, Oct. 1983–June 1991 Box 2, Folder 1

Meeting minutes, typed, June 1991–June 1995 Box 2, Folder 2

Meeting minutes, typed, Sept. 1995–Mar. 1998 Box 2, Folder 3

Meeting minutes, 1983-85 Box 2, Folder 4

Meeting minutes, 1986–May 1988 Box 2, Folder 5

Meeting minutes, June 1988–May 1991 Box 2, Folder 6

Meeting minutes, handwritten, June 1987–Sept. 1988 Box 2, Folder 7

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Oct. 1988–May 1989 Box 2, Folder 8

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Sept. 1989–May 1990 Box 2, Folder 9

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Aug. 1990–May 1991 Box 2, Folder 10

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Sept. 1991–June 1992 Box 2, Folder 11

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Sept. 1992–Dec. 1993 Box 2, Folder 12

Meeting minutes, handwritten, Jan. 1994–June 1995 Box 2, Folder 13

Midwest Civil War Round Table meeting minutes,
19–20 Apr. 1996

Box 2, Folder 14

Executive Board meeting minutes, 1991–99 Box 2, Folder 15

Treasurer’s Reports, 1991–99 Box 2, Folder 16

Publicity, 1996–2001 Box 3, Folder 1

Surveys, June 1996 Box 3, Folder 2

Advisory Committee, n.d. Box 3, Folder 3

Indiana Civil War Round Table letterhead, n.d. Box 3, Folder 4

Conferences, 1982, 1985–88 Box 3, Folder 5

Conferences, 1994–96 Box 3, Folder 6

Conferences, 1997–2000 Box 3, Folder 7

Papers, re: Third Annual Midwest Civil War Round
Table Conference, 28 Apr. 1984

Box 3, Folder 8

Third Annual Midwest Civil War Round Table
Conference, 28 Apr. 1984

Visual Collections:
Color Photographs,



Folder 1

Eighth Annual Midwest Civil War Round Table
Conference, 21–23 Apr. 1989

Box 3, Folder 9

Eighth Annual Midwest Civil War Round Table
Conference, notebook and pen, 1989

Artifacts Collection: 
R 2113

The First 25 Years, 1955–1980 and The Next 11
Years: addendum to the first 25 years, 1980–1991,
1980, 1991

Box 3, Folder 10

Miscellaneous articles, 1961–64 Box 3, Folder 11

Re-enactment of Gettysburg Address, 19 Nov. 1980 Box 3, Folder 12

Gettysburg Address re-enactment, 19 Nov. 1980 Visual Collections:
Color Photographs,
Folder 2

Gettysburg Address re-enactment, 19 Nov. 1980 Visual Collections:
Photographs,
Folder 2

Campfire Breakfasts, 1991–93 Box 3, Folder 13

Coasters, 1996 Box 3, Folder 14

“Save the Colors” campaign, Indiana Civil War
Flags Commission, 1997

Box 3, Folder 15

Camp Morton Civil War Show, 1997–99 Box 3, Folder 16

Square of hardtack, n.d. Artifacts Collection: 
R 2112

Books, 1998 Box 3, Folder 17

Brochures, n.d. Box 3, Folder 18

The Lincoln Times, 1984 General Collection:
E457.2 .L835

Lincoln Lore, #1436–62, Oct. 1957–1959 Box 3, Folder 19

Lincoln Lore, #1464–98, 1960–62 Box 3, Folder 20

 Lincoln Lore, #1499–1534, 1963–65 Box 4, Folder 1

Lincoln Lore, #1535–70, 1966–68 Box 4, Folder 2

Lincoln Lore, #1571–1606, 1969–71 Box 4, Folder 3

Lincoln Lore, #1607–42, 1972–74 Box 4, Folder 4

Lincoln Lore, #1643–78, 1975–77 Box 4, Folder 5



Lincoln Lore, #1679–1714, 1978–80 Box 4, Folder 6

Lincoln Lore, #1715–50, 1981–83 Box 4, Folder 7

Lincoln Lore, #1751–74, 1984–86 Box 4, Folder 8

Lincoln Lore, #1775–1811, 1987– Jan. 1990 Box 4, Folder 9

Hardtack, 1958–59 Box 4, Folder 10

Hardtack, 1960–62 Box 4, Folder 11

Hardtack, 1963–64 Box 4, Folder 12

Hardtack, 1965–66 Box 5, Folder 1

Hardtack, 1967–70 Box 5, Folder 2

Hardtack, 1971–73 Box 5, Folder 3

Hardtack, 1974–76 Box 5, Folder 4

Hardtack, 1977–79 Box 5, Folder 5

Hardtack, 1980–83 Box 5, Folder 6

Hardtack, 1984–86 Box 5, Folder 7

Hardtack, 1987–July 1991 Box 5, Folder 8

Hardtack, Sept. 1991–June 1993 Box 5, Folder 9

Hardtack, Sept. 1993–June 1996 Box 5, Folder 10

Hardtack, Sept. 1996–Mar. 2000 Box 5, Folder 11

Civil War Round Table Association, 1985–87 Box 5, Folder 12

Other Civil War Round Tables, 1992–98 Box 5, Folder 13

Ohio Civil War Association Speakers, 1995 Box 5, Folder 14

Decatur Civil War Round Table Fall Symposium,
1996

Box 5, Folder 15

Facts about the Civil War, 1959 Box 6, Folder 1

Report of John Morgan’s Raid through Indiana,
according to the records in the Official Records of
the War of the Rebellion, 1960

Box 6, Folder 2

The Civil War Centennial Handbook, 1961 Box 6, Folder 3

Civil War Centennial, brochure, 1962 Box 6, Folder 4

Civil War Centennial Program, 1963 Box 6, Folder 5



Booklets, re: Indiana and the Civil War, 1962–85 Box 6, Folder 6

Correspondence, re: Gettysburg, 1963–79 Box 6, Folder 7

Guide to the Regional History Collections of the
Byron R. Lewis Historical Library, 1974

Box 6, Folder 8

The Personal Letters of Captain Joseph Willis
Young, 97th Regiment Indiana Volunteers, 1974

Box 6, Folder 9

Miscellaneous photos, military records, and stories
(photocopies), 1974–80

Box 6, Folder 10

Brothers, paper by Peggi O’Connell, 1984 Box 6, Folder 11

Association for the Preservation of Civil War Sites,
Inc., 1995–97

Box 6, Folder 12

A Hoosier’s Civil War Diary, by Henry Campbell,
Bugler, 18th Indiana Battery, transcripts, n.d.

Box 6, Folder 13

Miscellaneous papers, 1859–71 (1 of 2) Box 6, Folder 14

Miscellaneous papers, 1859–71 (2 of 2) Box 6, Folder 15

Discharge and pension papers for Demcy M. Knight,
1864

Box 6, Folder 16

Battle of Gettysburg booklets, 1891–1933 Box 6, Folder 17

Booklets, re: various battles and skirmishes, 1906–63 Box 6, Folder 18

Municipal Record, 47th G.A.R. Encampment, Sept.
1913

Box 6, Folder 19

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0867).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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