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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Mary Ann (“Annie”) Wright was born 1 June 1848 in Ohio. Her father, Edward Wright, was born in Highland County,
Ohio, in 1816. He came to Randolph County, Indiana, in 1817 as a baby. He became a farmer and on 21 December
1837 married Mary Ann Heaston, whom he had known since childhood. The couple had five children, including their
daughter Mary Ann, called Annie, who was born on 1 June 1848. Annie’s father was a pillar of the community and
was a deputy sheriff and the deputy county clerk of Randolph County.

Annie married John Romizer on 27 January 1867. She had several children including Helen and Maxwell. Her husband
helped the Wright family with their farm. Annie and her family lived in Winchester, Ind., where she was an active
member of the community. She was a petitioner for a charter for the Winchester Chapter No. 60, Order of the Eastern
Star.

Annie Romizer spent her spare time baking pies and writing in her diaries. Her daughter Helen and granddaughter
Doreen moved in with her after Helen got a divorce. Annie’s son Maxwell, a blacksmith and volunteer firefighter,
lived with his mother and sister. Annie had a large extended family that included nieces and nephews and
grandchildren. She lived into the 1930s. 

Sources:
Ancestry Plus http://search.ancestry.com Accesssed 6 May 2004
Combined Atlas of Randolph County, Indiana: Including 1865 Wall-Map [drawn by C.S. Warner, published] by
C.A.O. McClellan & C.S. Warner: 1874 atlas by [D.J. Lake, published by] Griffing, Stevenson & Co.: 1909 plat book
published by Northwest Publishing.  General Collection: G1403.R3 C55 1980
A Portrait and Biographical Record of Delaware and Randolph Counties. Chicago: A.W. Bowen and Co., 1894.
General Collection: F532.R3 P67 1894
Smith, John L. Past and Present of Randolph County. Indianapolis: A.W. Bowen, 1914. General Collection: F532.R3
S5 1914
Tucker, Ebenezer, History of Randolph County, IN. Chicago: A.L. Kingman, 1882.  General Collection: F532.R3 T8
1882
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This collection consists of twenty diaries, numerous clippings, letters, and some photographs, found in the pages of the
diaries. The journals in the collection cover the dates 1900–16, 1920–25, and 1927–29.

Annie Romizer recorded her daily activities in her journals and the entries follow her life from the age of fifty-two to
eighty-one. The diaries discuss Annie’s family, friends, and her daily life including a detailed record of the number
and kinds of pies that she baked every day, and the deaths of community members.  The newspaper clippings cover a
variety of topics, including local news, poetry, World War I deaths, and recipes.

The letters to Annie, Helen, and Doreen are from the 1920s by Annie’s grandson Joe, friends, and other family
members. The letters discuss different issues including Helen’s divorce, business transactions, and Annie’s
grandchildren. 
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