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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Donald Boyle (1915-87), a lifelong Indianapolis resident, was a Sergeant (T 4) in the 4915t and 622" Port Battalions
in New Guinea and the Philippines during World War 1l. Boyle worked as a machinist for International Harvester in
Indianapolis for thirty-four years before retiring in 1974. He was also a volunteer firefighter for Washington
Township, Marion County, for fifteen years and was a member and chaplain of the Indiana VVolunteer Firefighters
Association.

Bethel White Boyle (1917-97) attended school in Indianapolis. The Boyles were married in 1941 and had two
children.

Sources:

Information in collection.
Indianapolis Star, 6 July 1987, p. 30.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection consists of letters between Donald Boyle serving in the U. S. Army in the Pacific Theater and his wife
Bethel residing in Indianapolis. The correspondence between the two is personal and generally concerns their longing
for each other, local news, and family. Boyle makes several illusions to his job of unloading ships and his promotion
to sergeant, but there is little other war news. The letter to Donald from 17 August 1943 was cut up in the form of a
jigsaw puzzle. Letters to Boyle from his wife are from June-December 1943 and three letters from the end of
September 1945. Letters from Donald to Bethel are from September 1944—November 1945 with one letter from
September 1943.

The collection also contains several letters written to Boyle from his friends regarding vacations and friends. Other
items in the collection include newspaper clippings and Bethel White’s grade school report cards from Indianapolis,
1925-30.



The collection also contains approximately 700 acetate negatives of photographs taken by the Boyles from 1941
). Subjects include their honeymoon, 1941, and travel and individual pictures from the 1940s.
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