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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The first German Methodist preacher to arrive in Indianapolis was Rev. Louis Nippert. The first minister assigned to
Indianapolis by the bishop in Cincinnati was Conrad Muth who arrived in 1849 and organized the first church in June
1850. The cornerstone for the German Methodist was laid in July 1869, with Gottlob Trefz as pastor of the 210-
member congregation. The German Methodist Church was absorbed by the Indiana Conference of the Methodist
Church in September 1933.

Sources: Information in collection.
Indianapolis Star, 28 September 1933.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection consists of items found in the building's cornerstone box. Items discovered in the box include a copy of
the church's history in German with an English translation dating from the 1960s. Also included in the collection is a
German calendar, 1869, and publications regarding the German Methodist Church, 1864, 1866. The cornerstone box
also contained German and English language newspapers from Indianapolis, Cincinnati, Cleveland, and New York
City.

CONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Church history and translation, 11 July 1869 Folder 1
German calendar, 1869 Folder 2
100" Anniversary of American Methodist Church, Folder 3

1866 (in German)

Teachings and church rules of the Methodist Church, Folder 4
1864 (in German)



German and English language newspapers, 1869 OM 0381
Bible Society publications, 1869 Folder 5

Cornerstone box, 1869 Artifacts: 1998.0358

CATALOGING INFORMATION
For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:
1. Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog: http://157.91.92.2/
2. Click on the "Basic Search" icon.
3. Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.
4. Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0718).

5. When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record"” screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.


http://157.91.92.2/

	Local Disk
	GERMAN METHODIST CHURCH, INDIANAPOLIS, RECORDS, 1864-CA. 1960 (BULK 1864-1869)


