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2 manuscript boxes; 1 bound volume
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COLLECTION 
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1841–1893

PROVENANCE: Clifford Scott, Indianapolis, January, 1971

RESTRICTIONS: None

COPYRIGHT:  
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RIGHTS:

Permission to reproduce or publish material in this collection
must be obtained from the Indiana Historical Society.
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NOTES:  

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Ovid Butler (1801-1881) was an Indianapolis, attorney; owner of the Free Soil Banner (1848) and the Indianapolis
Journal (1854); and founder and first president of North Western Christian University which later was named Butler
University in his honor. Mr. Butler sold twenty acres of his property for the original site of the university.

Sources:
Pumroy, Eric and Paul Brockman, A Guide to the Manuscript Collections of the Indiana Historical Society and Indiana
State Library. Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1986.
Bodenhamer, David J. and Robert G. Barrows, The Encyclopedia of Indianapolis. Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1994.
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The collection is comprised of papers, letters and personal writings. There are also drafts for various speeches. Some
of the papers are thoughts about religion, political issues of the day, and North Western Christian University.

CONTENTS

CONTENTS CONTAINER
Inventory, drafts of letters, speeches, Box 1, Folder 1

Letters to family, 1870–1872 Box 1, Folder 2

Deeds, 1868–1893 Box 1, Folder 3



Cash Book, 1867–1870 BV 1011

Writings Box 1, Folder 4

Religious writings Box 1, Folder 5

Writings Box 1, Folder 6

Writings Box 1, Folder 7

Letters, 1845–1862 Box 1, Folder 8

Papers Box 1, Folder 9

Papers Box 1, Folder 10

Writings on slavery, free soil party and other
political matters

Box 1, Folder 11

Writings on slavery, free soil party and other
political matters (continued)

Box 2, Folder 1

Miscellaneous writings Box 2, Folder 2

Writings on slavery and free soil party, etc. Box 2, Folder 3

Writings on slavery and free soil party, etc. Box 2, Folder 4

Copies of papers Box 2, Folder 5

Writings slavery, emancipation speech Box 2, Folder 6

North Western Christian University Box 2, Folder 7

CATALOGING INFORMATION

For additional information on this collection, including a list of subject headings that may lead you to related materials:

1.      Go to the Indiana Historical Society's online catalog:  http://opac.indianahistory.org/

2.      Click on the "Basic Search" icon.

3.      Select "Call Number" from the "Search In:" box.

4.      Search for the collection by its basic call number (in this case, M 0036).

5.      When you find the collection, go to the "Full Record" screen for a list of headings that can be searched for
related materials.
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